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COMING EVENTS
Boathouse Brokerage Classic Race
2 March Royal Yacht Club of Queensland

Whyte, Just and Moore Wooden Boat
Festival
Geelong Victoria
6 - 9 March 2014 Royal Geelong Yacht Club

The Whyte Just & Moore Wooden Boat Festival of
Geelong. Passage racing from Port Arlington to Geelong

Wooden Boat Shop of Sorrento sponsored dinner with Jill
Knight of ‘Cooee’

Southern Trust Classic Yacht Regatta
14 - 16 March 2014  Classic Yacht Association of New
Zealand

Queenscliffe Maritime Weekend
28 - 30 March 2014

Friday 6.00 pm Fishy Tales at Queenscliffe Martime
Museum

Sat 2:00pm Guineas Cup Challenge between Classic Yacht
Association and Couta Boat Association.

Centenary Cup Regatta
April 26 2014 Sandringham Yacht Club.

SYC invite Melbourne’s Classic Yacht Fleet to celebrate the
Clubs centenary celebrations events.

Australian Maritime Museum Council
Conference
1 - 3 May 2014 Queenscliffe Maritime Museum.

Public attendance invited, details yet to be announced.

QCYC Vintage Yacht Regatta
7 - 9 June 2014 Cruising Yacht Club of Queensland.

39th edition of a “must do event” for our Queensland CYAA
members

Philip Brown NSW Boat Owner Anitra V

Greg Doolan Qld Boat Owner Karunda mod. Rochester
town

Andrew Moore Qld Boat Owner Storm of Lynton
Mark Taylor Vic Boat Owner Jesamine Couta
Andy  Doolan Vic Boat Owner Tina of Melbourne
Michael
Shanahan

Vic Boat Owner Lucienne Couta Boat

Bill Chittenden Vic Boat Owner Cardinal Puff Swanson
Carmen

Peter Johns Vic Boat Owner Frances International 8m
Kevin Bailey Vic Crew Mercedes III
Noel Sutcliffe Vic Crew Trim
Dianne Ling Vic Crew Ettrick
Cathy Moore Vic Crew Sayonara
Nigel Peck Vic Crew
Rees Martin UK Crew Alert

TED KAUFMAN
Yacht Designer

3-12-1919 — 1-2-2014

MERCEDES III
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Also included in th is a lumni of  Battery Point  shipwrights
and boat bui lders is my great-great-great grandfather,
Jacob Bay ly  Chandler .  Between 1847 and 1894,
he launched 150 vessels  f rom h is  Bat tery  Poin t
boatyard.  Inc luded among them: 62 whaleboats ,
21 pleasure boats,  14 passage boats,  e ight f ishing
boats ,  e ight  sk i f fs ,  s ix  waterman’s  boats ,  four
yachts ,  and four  s team fer r ies .

Born in  Dover ,  Kent ,  England,  in  1822,  Jacob
spent  h is  teenage years  apprent iced to  a  boat
bu i lder  in  the mar i t ime communi ty  o f  Deal ,  Kent .
In  the ear ly  1840s he migrated to  Hobar t  where
he soon earned a reputat ion repai r ing whaleboats
for  the many whal ing sh ips that  used Hobar t  as
a home por t ,  as  wel l  as  for  the loca l  bay whal ing
indust ry .  Wi th in  four  years  Jacob estab l ished h is
own boatyard.  Located jus t  o f f  Napoleon Street
at  Battery Point  and extending down to the Derwent
River ,  the yard was next  door  to  that  o f  John
Watson—the much celebrated colonia l  sh ipbui lder .

Typ ica l  o f  the careers  o f  h is  peers ,  the type of
boats Jacob bui l t  changed with local  industry demands.
Jacob bu i l t  the most  whaleboats  in  h is  51-year
boat  bu i ld ing career .  In terest ing ly ,  near ly  ha l f  o f
these boats  were bu i l t  for  rac ing.  In  the 1850s
and 1860s,  regat tas were major  spor t ing events
in Hobart  and i ts  surrounding communit ies located
along the Derwent  River ’s  t r ibutar ies .  Boat  races
were hot ly  contested wi th  a  great  deal  o f  money
at  s take through shore-s ide gambl ing and race
pr ize money.  Pr ivate  races a lso formed par t  o f
the local  sport ing agenda with chal lenges between
compet i to rs  regu la r l y  i ssued  in  newspaper
adver t isements .

Wi th  the whal ing indust ry  in  dec l ine dur ing the
mid-1850s Jacob branched out into another prof i table
indust ry—the t imber  t rade.  At  the t ime there was
great  demand for  pa l ings and sh ing les for  use
in  the bu i ld ing and const ruct ion o f  commerc ia l
and res ident ia l  bu i ld ings,  par t icu lar ly  in  main land
areas af fected by the gold rush. The 52 f t .  schooner
Fai ry ,  which Jacob bu i l t  in  1854,  proved he was
capable o f  bu i ld ing larger  vesse ls  wel l -su i ted to
the t imber  t rade.

THE SHIPWRIGHTS AND BOAT
BUILDERS OF BATTERY POINT
A Profile of Jacob Bayly Chandler
Nicole Mays

Litt le has been written about successes in
Tasmania’s marit ime history. Much focus
has instead been placed on shipwrecks,
convict escapades, and the perilous wooden
sailing fleets and salted captains of colonial
t imes.

Without  doubt ,  these top ics  are a l l  wel l  wor th  a
read,  but  the much-over looked sh ipwr ights  and
boat bui lders are also due their  recogni t ion.  Part icular ly
deserv ing are the sh ipwr ights  and boat  bu i lders
of  Bat tery  Poin t ,  Hobar t .  Colon ia l  bu i lders  such
as Wi l l iam Wi l l iamson,  John Watson,  John Ross,
Peter Degraves, David Mackay and his sons James,
John and David,  Lachlan Macquarie,  Char l ie Mi l ler ,
and John Lucas.  A l l  were sk i l led and determined
entrepreneurs,  successfu l ly  us ing endemic t imbers
and scant resources to create hundreds of  vessels;
many they adapted to  su i t  loca l  condi t ions,  and
new and emerg ing t rade pat terns.

Buoyed by the legacy of  those who s tood before
them, boat  and sh ip  bu i ld ing at  Bat tery  Poin t
cont inued wel l  in to  the 20th century  under  the
auspices of  equal ly  ta lented and tenac ious men,
inc lud ing Percy Coverda le ,  Char l ie  Lucas,  Atho l
and Norm Taylor ,  Max Creese, Jock Muir ,  Thomas
Purdon and Henry Featherstone. This lat ter  generat ion
learnt  the i r  c ra f t  through apprent icesh ip  and
st rengthened the i r  reputat ion wi th  boats  bu i l t  in
the backyards of  fami ly and fr iends, before sett ing
up the i r  own yards.

SS Success being built.

Whaleboat racing at the Hobart Regatta circa 1880s
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The end of  the 1850s marked another  turn ing
poin t  in  Jacob’s  career .  In  1859 he bu i l t  the
33 ton cut ter  yacht Sea Gul l  for  Peter  Oldham,
and the 23 ton cut ter  yacht Secret  for  h imsel f .
Spurred by loca l  e f for ts  to  form a Tasmanian
Yacht  Club ( the precursor  to  the Royal  Yacht
Club of  Tasmania) ,  as  wel l  as  the increas ing
popular i ty  and compet i t iveness of  pr ivate  sa i l ing
matches,  both yachts  were bu i l t  spec i f ica l ly  for
racing. Secret  won the f i rst  race of  the Tasmanian
Yacht  Club and f in ished runner-up in  the c lub ’s
second and th i rd  races.  She a lso won the yacht
race at  the 1860 and 1862 Hobar t  regat tas.

In the 1860s Jacob cont inued to break the mould
of  be ing known as a bu i lder  o f  whaleboats  and
pleasure boats ,  w i th  the 6 ton passage boat
Peter  and James  launched in  ear ly  1861.  The
deep-sea f ish ing boat Ecl ipse  was a lso launched
from his boat yard towards the end of th is decade,
as was another  passage boat  by the name of
El iza .

The exodus of  thousands of  Tasmanians to  New
Zealand in  search of  go ld  in  the 1860s resu l ted
in another lucrat ive market opening up for Jacob.
He took great  advantage of  the lack o f  boat
bu i lders  in  New Zealand at  the t ime,  as wel l
as  the growing need for  smal l  vesse ls  in  the
coastal  towns, and bui l t  several  boats speci f ical ly
for  expor t  to  New Zealand.  These inc luded a
whaleboat  bu i l t  in  1863;  a  f la t -bot tomed sur f
boat  bui l t  in  1865;  the 12 ton cut ter  yacht Hope ,
two whaleboats  and a wherry ,  a l l  bu i l t  in  1866;
and two more whaleboats  bu i l t  in  1867.  Jacob’s
trade with New Zealand was helped by the increasing
regular i ty  o f  sh ips t rad ing between Hobar t  and
New Zealand’s  coasta l  por ts .

During the 1870s Tasmania’s
economy was booming, fuel led
pr imar i l y  by  the  newly
developed min ing indust ry .
There was greater conf idence
in the State and the standard
of l iv ing rose. This prosper i ty
resonated to  a l l  sectors  o f
the economy and Hobar t ’s
sh ip  and  boa t  bu i ld ing
indust r ies  were s t imulated
by increased demand for
new vessels .  Jacob s tar ted
off  the decade with a bang.
In 1870 he was commissioned
to bu i ld  what  would  be the
f i rs t  o f  four  s team fer r ies
for  the O’May Brothers .
Enterpr ise  was launched from
his yard on 13 October that
year. She was 38 ft. in length (46
ft. overall) with a 9 ft. beam and
a depth of hold of 4 ft. 9 in.

Six years later,  Jacob completed his second steam
ferry for the O’May Brothers. Success  was launched
on 26 October ,  1876.  She was 50 f t .  in  length
(57 f t .  overa l l )  w i th  a  beam of  9  f t .  6  in .  and a
depth o f  ho ld  o f  5  f t .  6  in .  Her  14 horsepower
engines were manufactured by Appleby Brothers
of  London,  England.

On 7 November,  1879, Jacob launched Result—the

Chandler Boatyard at Battery Point

Late 19th Century Tree Felling at Bruny Island
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th i rd  s team fer ry  he bu i l t  for  the O’May Brothers ’
increasingly  popular  Hobart  to  Kangaroo Bay ferry
service. The vessel  measured 55 f t .  6 in.  in length
(57 f t .  overa l l )  w i th  a  beam of  10 f t .  2  in .  and
a

depth of  3 f t .  2 in.  She was f i t ted with 12 horsepower
double  engines f rom Appleby Brothers ,  and was
capable o f  t rave l l ing a t  8  knots .  Two cabins,  one
fore and one af t ,  prov ided shel ter  to  passengers
and there was a large open deck at  her  fore .

By the 1870s Jacob turned h is  hands to  bu i ld ing
passage boats  and many of  h is  vesse ls  furn ished
the growing D’Entrecasteaux Channel  and South
Arm r iver t rades. These included Edith El len , Pearl ,
Evel ine , Emerald Is le , Crystal  Wave , Lurl ine , Forget-
Me-Not , Gertrude Lucy ,  and Annie Ward .  The need
for  deep-sea f ish ing vessels  prompted Jacob to
develop th is  area of  h is  bus iness,  wi th  severa l
vesse ls  launched,  inc lud ing Grace Dar l ing , Spray
and Rachel  Thompson .

Unfortunately the good economic t imes of the 1870s
did not last  through the fo l lowing decade. Tasmania
went into recession in the ear ly 1880s, unemployment
rose,  and once again  people  f led the State  for
greener pastures. As such, there were sharp decreases
in  the number  o f  new vessels  commiss ioned,  and
the downturn h i t  Jacob’s  bus iness accord ing ly .
The use of  s team power  a lso great ly  a f fec ted
the passage boat  and p leasure boat  indust r ies ;
two of  Jacob’s prev iously  prosper ing boat  bui ld ing
markets .

St i l l ,  among many smal ler  vesse ls  Jacob is  noted
as bu i ld ing dur ing th is  decade,  he bu i l t  h is  four th
steam fer ry  for  the O’May Brothers .  Th is  fer ry ,
Victory ,  is  the largest  vessel  he is  known to have
bui l t .  She was 86 f t .  in  length wi th  a  beam of

Jacob Bayly Chandler
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SS Victory
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15 f t .  and a depth o f  7  f t .—over  30 f t .  longer
than h is  second largest  vesse l ,  the s team fer ry
Result .  He also launched the passage boats Lenna
and Seacrof t in  1886 and 1887,  respect ive ly .

In  the 1890s the Tasmanian economy fe l l  even
fur ther ,  fue l led pr imar i ly  by a  downturn in  wor ld
mineral  pr ices. The recession of  the 1880s evolved
in to  a  fu l l -b lown depress ion.  The Van Diemen’s
Land Bank col lapsed, wages fel l  and unemployment
rose.  The popula t ion suf fered accord ing ly  and,
without the safety net of  government welfare programs,
there was much dest i tut ion and poverty.  Now enter ing
h is  70s,  Jacob s tar ted of f  the decade wel l  and

bui l t  a t  least  f ive  boats ,  inc lud ing two d inghies,
two p leasure boats ,  and the f ish ing boat Maggie
Read .

In  1894,  Jacob began bu i ld ing the ketch Nel l ie .
However ,  l ike ly  owing to  heal th  prob lems and h is
advanced age,  Risby Brothers  took over  bu i ld ing
the vessel  and launched her  f rom the i r  Bat tery
Point  yard on 8 September  that  year .  The vessel
was bu i l t  o f  Huon p ine and measured 49 f t .  1
in .  in  length,  wi th  a  beam of  13 f t .  4  in .  and a
depth o f  5  f t .  4  in .

A r isk- taker ,  ardent  compet i tor ,  communi ty  f igure
and ent repreneur ,  Jacob Bay ly  Chandler  was one
of  Tasmania ’s  premier  boat  bu i lders .  Jacob d ied

at  the age of  79 on 17 September ,  1901,  a t  the
Char i tab le  Ins t i tu t ion,  New Town.  He was bur ied
at  Queenborough Cemetery ,  Sandy Bay.

Col lect ively the repertoire of  Jacob Bayly Chandler,
and other shipwr ights and boat  bui lders of  Bat tery
Point ,  comprises upwards of  1000 vessels,  ranging
from dinghies and whaleboats to the 563-ton barque
Tasman  launched by Peter  Degraves in  1847.  Of
course there were fa i lures and d isappoin tments
owing to  changing t rade pat terns;  advances in
technology that benef i ted other modes of  t ransport ;
loss of  vessels;  and f luctuat ions in state,  nat ional ,
and internat ional  economic and pol i t ical  condi t ions.

But  ind iv idua l ly  and co l lec t ive ly  these men were
a success,  creat ing oppor tun i t ies  for  themselves
and grasp ing wi th  both hands the oppor tun i t ies
presented to  them.

The book For  Many Years  a  Boat  Bui lder :  The
Li fe  and L i fe ’s  Work o f  Jacob Bay ly  Chandler
was publ ished by Nico le  Mays in  2011.  Nico le
is current ly working on a book prof i l ing the near-180
year  h is tory  o f  boat  and sh ipbui ld ing at  Bat tery
Point .  Nicole would love to hear f rom anyone wi th
stor ies and/or photos of  interest and can be contacted
by emai l  a t nicmays@gmail .com.

Hulk of the SS Victory
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Hobart Mercury 14th November 1860

Jacob Bayly Chandler’s Secret (35.0’ LWL–47.5’
LOA x 12.3’  Breadth x 7 .0 ’  f t .  Depth)

Jacob Bay ly  Chandler  bu i l t  the 35 f t .  cut ter  yacht
Secret in  1859 at  h is  Bat tery  Poin t  boat  yard.
Spurred by local  ef forts to form a Tasmanian Yacht
Club,  the yacht  was bu i l t  spec i f ica l ly  for  rac ing
and competed in the c lub’s f i rst  race, the Tasmanian
Grand Yacht  Match,  he ld  2  January ,  1860,  where
she f in ished f i rst  to the Maggie Laur ie and Phantom .
Less than two weeks la ter ,  the Secret won the
Yacht  Race at  the Hobar t  Regat ta ;  Jacob winn ing
a purse of  £25.

The second race of  the Tasmanian Grand Yacht
Match took p lace in  mid-January ,  1860.  However ,
owing to the capsiz ing of Mystery hal fway through
the race and subsequent  loss o f  one l i fe ,  the
race was abandoned.  The race was rescheduled
and he ld  on 4 February ,  1860.  Here f ive boats
competed,  inc lud ing the recovered Mystery ,  and
in an extremely c lose race, Maggie Laur ie f in ished
f i rs t  ahead of Secret by a d is tance of  9  f t .  and
a t ime of  3  seconds.

Owing to  much d iscuss ion of  the yacht  c lub ’s
ru les and regula t ions and severa l  pro tests  in  the
ensuing months,  the th i rd  and f ina l  race of  the
Tasmanian Grand Yacht  Match was not  he ld  unt i l
3  November,  1860.  Again the race was c lose wi th
Secret f in ish ing second,  jus t  6  seconds behind
Maggie Laur ie .  However ,  a  protest  was entered
against Maggie Laur ie ,  Jacob Chandler chal lenging
that s ince i ts last  race the vessel  had been al tered
from a schooner to a cutter r ig.  The Sai l ing Committee
of the Tasmanian Yacht Club met by special  appointment
and af ter  much de l iberat ion unanimously  dec ided
that  as no r ig  was g iven in  by Maggie Laur ie ’s
owner  when he or ig ina l ly  entered her ,  the protest
cou ld  not  be enter ta ined.

Secret next  raced at  the Hobar t  Regat ta  he ld  9
January ,  1861.  Compet ing for  a  purse of  £20,
she was once again up against her nemesis, Maggie
Laur ie .  The race was descr ibed as one of  the
‘ f inest  yacht  races ever  seen’ ,  wi th Maggie Laur ie
once again  beat ing Secret in  a  c lose f in ish.

1886 Hobart Regatta.

In  November  o f  1861,  Jacob lengthened Secret
to  47 f t .  6  in .  and gave her  a  new mast .   One
month la ter ,  she competed for  a  pr ize o f  £200
in  the Champion Sai l ing Race at  the Tasmania
Anniversary and Champion Regatta.  Though Secret
won the race, the pr ize was awarded to the l ighter
Maggie Laur ie on handicap,  wi th  a  cut ter  f rom
Sydney, Surpr ise ,  f in ishing th ird.  Once again,  Jacob
Chandler  protested,  th is  t ime based on the fact
that Maggie Laur ie did not  cross the winning point
f rom where the race had s tar ted unt i l  7  minutes
af ter Secret ins tead of  the 5½ minutes recorded.
However,  the protest was not upheld by the judges
and Maggie Laur ie was declared the of f ic ia l  winner.

In  the sa i l ing race at  the 1862 Hobar t  Regat ta ,
Secret was f inal ly  v ictor ious, winning the £25 pr ize
money.

Forever the entrepreneur,  however,  Jacob Chandler
gave up yacht racing and from July of  1862 chartered
Secret  to  Mr .  Lut t re l l ,  who employed her  in  the
coastal  t rade. She spent the next two years t ransport ing
t imber  f rom por ts  in  the D’Entrecasteaux Channel
to  Hobar t  unt i l  Jacob so ld  her  in  June of  1864
to a  John El l is ,  a  t imber  merchant  o f  Launceston,
for £275. At the t ime she carr ied 32 tons, was coppered
and copper- fastened.

Secret spent  the next  few years  t rad ing between
Hobar t  and Launceston.

In  Apr i l  1865,  John El l is  so ld Secret to  two men
connected wi th the South Austra l ian p i lot  serv ice—
Messers .  P ickhaver  and Woolnough—for  a  pr ice
of  £325.  The cut ter  sa i led for  Adela ide,  South
Austral ia,  on 22 Apr i l ,  arr iv ing on 1 May with Thomas
Pickhaver  as master .   In  mid-May she was be ing
readied for  p i lo t  serv ice in  the Gul f .

In the succeeding years, Secret changed ownership
severa l  more t imes,  though remained in  South
Austra l ian waters .  In  Ju ly  1873,  she was owned
by John Wathers tone of  Por t  L inco ln ,  and was
unfor tunate ly  wrecked 3 mi les  nor th  o f  Po in t

Boi l ingbrooke;  a l l  hands saved.
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A LAP OF THE MAP OF TASMANIA
JIM WOODS

The good thing about self- imposed exiles
is that they can be un-imposed at any time.
The 1998 Sydney to Hobart yacht race gave
me a real fright. If six experienced blue-water
sailors could get themselves ki l led then I
f igured it  was only a matter of t ime before
a disaster befell  me on the high seas.

I  was for tunate to  be the custod ian of  the 1928
topsai l  ketch Ron of  Argy l l  f rom the la te  1980s
to the ear ly  2000s. Ron of  Argy l l  took me,  and
assor ted mot ley  crews,  on t r ips  up and down the
east  coast  o f  Aust ra l ia  between Melbourne and
the Whi tsundays.  We cru ised Bass Stra i t  and d id
severa l  o f  the notab le  ocean races inc lud ing the
50th Sydney to  Hobar t .  A long wi th  crewing on a
couple  o f  IOR ocean racers ,  I  d id  my fa i r  share
of  b lue water  sa i l ing.  Dur ing the restorat ion o f
Ron of  Argy l l ,  my f r iend and wooden boat  legend
Tim Phi l l ips  to ld  me ‘ I  w i l l  res tore Ron of  Argy l l
so that  she won ' t  drown you. ’  I  d idn ' t  rea l ise the
import  of  those words unt i l  I  exper ienced a number
of gales in Bass Strai t .  With a largely inexper ienced
crew, Ron of  Argy l l  looked af ter  us superb ly  and
al lowed me to skipper the yacht through a number
of  near  misses  which have prov ided a weal th
of  s tor ies .

The near misses appeared much nearer on Boxing
Day n ight  1998.  Ber thed against  the Sorrento
Sai l ing Club je t ty  in  Sorrento,  my crew and I
were readying ourselves for the start  of  the Melbourne
to Devonpor t  yacht  race due to  s tar t  the next
day.  We l is tened to  the HF rad io  communicat ions

occurr ing over  300 mi les
away off  the south east corner
of  Aust ra l ian main land.  I t
was chi l l ing hear ing, in real
t ime,  cr ies  o f  mayday over
the HF rad io .  On Ron of
Argy l l  in  the protect ion o f
Sorrento,  we had doubled
the l ines as wind speeds
in  excess of  50 knots  were
recorded.

At f i rs t  l ight  on the day af ter
BoxingDaywhentheMelbourne
to Devonpor t  race was due
to commence, I  stood in the
car  park  over look ing Por t
Phi l l ip Heads with the thought
that set t ing of f  through them
into th is maelstrom was most
unwise. Fortunately the race
commit tee agreed wi th  my
thoughts and postponed the
race to  s tar t  a  day la ter .
We had a beaut i fu l  reach

to Devonport  and f in ished somewhere in the middle
of the f leet  fo l lowed by a comfortable return journey.

Never the less the whole exper ience le f t  me wi th
a cons iderab le  sense of  d isqu ie t .  Th is ,  combined
wi th  the demands of  a  new bus iness and young
fami ly ,  s tar ted the ex i le  f rom ocean sa i l ing.

The exi le was helped by the sale of Ron of  Argyl l
in  about  2004,  leav ing the on ly  vesse l  ava i lab le
for  ocean sa i l ing be ing the beaut i fu l Windward
I I . Windward I I  was bu i l t  in  1929 as a  day racer
(co inc ident ly  by Percy Coverda le  whose Winston
Church i l l  was los t  in  the 1998 Sydney to  Hobar t
race).  She has a long and proud history of  winning
round- the-s t icks races in  semi  she l tered waters .
She is  a lso in  the running as the most  beaut i fu l
boat in the country.  She is the naut ical  equivalent
of  a  supermodel  who can a lso win the Stawel l
Gi f t .

But  in  2004,  I  d id  not  fancy chances of  surv iva l
in Windward I I  dur ing an extended open water
passage in which any sort  of  weather was encountered.
Al l  t rad i t iona l ly  bu i l t  boats  admi t  water .  However ,
the leve l  o f  admiss ion on Windward I I  was so
great  that ,  a f ter  a  hard day 's  rac ing,  I  was a
obl iged to  s tay aboard for  the n ight  to  ensure
the pumps cont inued to  operate  and prevent  the
yacht  f rom s ink ing.

The impetus for  the end of  my se l f - imposed ex i le
was to  take Windward I I  to  the 2013 Wooden
Boat Fest ival  in Hobart .  I  had been told by everyone
who had attended that the WBF was a great exper ience
and could  not  see how I  cou ld  a t tend wi thout
Windward .

The f i rs t  sense that  th is  might  be a poss ib i l i ty

Letting the miles slip away in 20 - 25 knots - Portsea to San Remo
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came dur ing the 2011–2012 sa i l ing season when,
af ter  a  few months is  be ing at tended by master
shipwr ight  Richard Blake in  a complete recaulk ing
exerc ise,  I  sa i led up and down Por t  Ph i l l ip  in
winds of  30 to  40 knots  wi thout  a  great  deal  o f
pump work be ing requi red.

I  was complete ly  conf ident  that  the hu l l  would
stand up to  the r igours  o f  a  6  to  8  week journey.

But  what  o f  the crew? Windward I I  was not  set
up for  extended t r ips.  There was an icebox which
was great  for  keeping wine and beer  co ld  for  a
day or  two but  not  much e lse.  Richard Blake
clever ly and sympathet ical ly  instal led a methylated
spi r i t  s tove in to  the ex is t ing jo inery   which was
as const ructed in  1929.  The head (a lso a  re l ic
from 1929) was improved to something l ike working
order .  A 12 vo l t  f r idge was purchased and lashed
in to  the forward cabin .  Food s tocks were s tored
in large plast ic boxes also lashed into the forward
cabin .

Up on deck,  jack l ines were made up for  a  safe
t r ip  to  the foredeck.  The Windward I I  mainsa i l
is  a  very  large af fa i r  des igned to  dr ive the boat
in l ight  condi t ions. Whi le there are two reefs avai lable,
the second reef  is  des igned for  rac ing in  25 to
30 knots .  A second-hand Spect ra  mainsa i l  was
acqui red and some minor  modi f icat ions ass is ted
the f i t .  A set  o f  lazy jacks were const ructed and
f i t ted.  A couple  o f  o ld  sa i l  bags which had been
under  the house for  more than a decade were
retr ieved and the contents revealed a perfect  cruis ing
staysa i l  which was s l ight ly  smal ler  than the one
used for  rac ing.  The other  addi t ion to  the sa i l
wardrobe was a rep lacement  s torm j ib  purchased
from Blake Anderson at Doyle Sai ls wi th the words
‘Nice to  have but  that ’s  one you’ l l  never  use.
Stow i t  in  the b i lge. ’

On the nav igat ion s ide,  I  purchased a fu l l  set
o f  char ts  for  Bass Stra i t  and Tasmania as wel l
as  a  char t  p lo t ter  which was ab le  to  be f i t ted
in the companion-way but was removable to maintain
the t rad i t iona l  appearance of  the vessel .

Rounding of f  the preparat ion for  the b ig  t r ip  was
extens ive varn ish and pa in twork  done exper t ly
by Richard Blake.

As with al l  preparat ions, the t ime taken was longer
than expected and i t  was not  unt i l  a  couple  o f
days before Chr is tmas 2012 that Windward I I  ran
down the s l ipway just  before dawn on a gorgeous
and s t i l l  Melbourne morn ing.

31 DECEMBER 2012 – MELBOURNE TO PORTSEA

New Years Eve was Windward ’ s  f i rs t  sa i l  s ince
the revarn ish and other  work  to  prepare her  for
the b ig  t r ip .

Greg Phelan and I  set  o f f  f rom St  K i lda in  a
l ight  souther ly  breeze and beaut i fu l  sunshine.

Not  on ly  was Windward  look ing more beaut i fu l
than ever but the cruis ing gear f i t ted for  the journey
worked bet ter  than expected.  Hav ing the smal ler
main wi th  the lazy jack system made work ing
the sa i ls  much eas ier  than the fu l l  rac ing r ig .

We headed to  the South Channel  us ing the new
Simrad char t  p lo t ter  which Greggy qu ick ly  named
Sinbad .

The sea breeze f i l led in  about  2  pm and wi th
the motor  o f f  we sa i led a long the coast  pass ing
Rye and Sorrento before hooking onto the mooring
at  Por tsea.

4 JANUARY 2013 – PORTSEA TO SAN REMO

With a forecast of  41 degrees and a strong norther ly,
the voyage proper  commenced at  7  am. Onboard
were the Skipper,  Greggy and Al ista ir  Butt  – Greggy’s
brother  in  law who had taken a week of f  f rom
work as a  winemaker  to  jo in  the adventure.

Almost  no breeze was apparent  as we boarded
but as the sai ls were hoisted the predicted breeze
star ted to  bu i ld  and as we ex i ted Por t  Ph i l l ip
Heads on ‘Four  F ingers  East ’  the wind was at
15 knots  and,  l ike  the temperature,  r is ing.

I t  was a most del ight fu l  sai l  hugging the coast l ine
and pass ing Rye,  Gunnamat ta ,  Cape Schanck,
and then the south coast  o f  Ph i l l ip  Is land.

The wind was on the por t  quar ter  a l l  the way
to San Remo and as i t  bu i l t  to  30 knots  p lus
the sai ls were reduced to two reefs and the storm
j ib – so much for ‘s tore the storm j ib in the bi lge! ’
Sinbad  kept  us in formed of  our  speed as we h i t
near ly  9  knots  and averaged around 7 knots  for
the 50 or  so mi les  to  San Remo.

The ent rance to  San Remo fo l lows the shore l ine
around the coast  o f  Ph i l l ip  Is land but  how were
we supposed to know that,  consider ing that among
the 25 or  so char ts  purchased for  the voyage,
the on ly  one miss ing was the ent rance to  San
Remo.   Us ing  Greggy ’s  Indones ian nav igat ion
technique of  Hab Luk,  meaning ‘Go up the f ront
and have a look ’ ,  we avo ided the sandbars and
manoeuvred Windward  into the fast  f lowing stream
leading to  the f isherman’s  je t ty  a t  San Remo.
The t idal  f low at the locat ion known as The Narrows
is  a t  5  to  6  knots  and we moored on the outs ide
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of  the f isherman’s  je t ty  us ing every  ava i lab le  l ine
and fender. Windward  was not happy in th is locat ion
which was l ike  moor ing in  a  fas t  f lowing r iver
that  dropped and rose 6 feet  every  12 hours .
The potent ia l  for  damage to  pa in t  and varn ish
was huge and made for  anx ious s leeping but
cont inua l  ad justment  o f  the l ines and fenders
managed to  keep Windward  in  pr is t ine condi t ion.

5 JANUARY 2013 – STILL AT SAN REMO

On the h igh t ide,  we moved Windward  to  the
new ins ide f loat ing je t ty  which prov ided a safe
ber th  f rom which to  exp lore the de l ights  o f  San
Remo whi le  we wai ted for  the ar r iva l  o f  Rob and
Ned – who were to  br ing the crew to  complement
of  f ive  to  get  across Bass Stra i t .

6 JANUARY 2013 – STILL AT SAN REMO

Rob Pol lock and Ned Vernon arr ived but the breeze
outs ide was s t i l l  in  excess of  25 knots  and f rom
the south-east .  Wi th  condi t ions s t i l l  unfavourab le
for  t rave l  in  that  d i rect ion,  Sk ipper ’s  wi fe ,  Sam,
and son, Max, arr ive and the Woods family decamped
to hote l  accommodat ion.

Some of  the a t t ract ions at  San Remo inc lude
pel ican feeding and t ide sur f ing ( jumping of f  the
pier into the fast  f lowing stream and being carr ied

to the end of  the jet ty)  which provided the highl ights
of  the day.

7 JANUARY 2013 – SAN REMO TO WILSONS
PROMONTORY

The forecast  was for  two heavy days of  wind
and the dec is ion was taken to  head to  Refuge
Cove on the eastern s ide of  Wi lsons Promontory
before the weather  set  in .  Th is  meant  heading
out  la te  in  the af ternoon in to  a  dy ing easter ly

Lying in Refuge Cove with half a gale in Bass Strait
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with  the expectat ion o f  hav ing l ight  condi t ions
for the lat ter  part  of  the journey. However,  forecasts
are not  a lways re l iab le  and the pred ic t ion o f  the
death o f  the easter ly  was somewhat  premature
which meant  the crew endured the best  par t  o f
10 hours pushing into 20 knots or more of  headwind.
Windward  had not  seen such act ion for  the best
par t  o f  twelve months and the dr ips  through her
deck reminded the crew that  wood is  an organic
substance that  swel ls  and shr inks.  We could  on ly
hope that  she was in  the process of  swel l ing to
c lose up some of  the leaks in  the deck or  we
would be in  for  a  very  wet  t r ip .

Windward  was accompanied for part  of  her journey
east  by a  pod of  do lph ins who p layed in  the bow
wave for  a  ha l f  an hour  for  the i r  own and the
crew’s  en joyment  before peel ing o f f  to  re turn to
f ish ing dut ies .

8 JANUARY 2013 – SAN REMO TO WILSONS
PROMONTORY

The easter ly  d id  eventua l ly  d ie  o f f  and the motor
was engaged for  the las t  four  hours  o f  the t r ip .

Wi th  the Sk ipper  hav ing a nap be low,  Greggy
was at  the helm when a th ick fog rol led in around
the bot tom of  Wi lson ’s  Promontory .  A l l  landmarks
were complete ly  obscured inc lud ing the South
Cape l ight  which was only two mi les away. Thank
heavens for Sinbad  who informed us exact ly where
we were and guided us to the entrance of  Refuge
Cove.  I t  was jus t  coming l ight  when we arr ived
and we hove to  about  2  mi les  o f f  as  the l ight
grew and the fog l i f ted.

L ike many p lace names,  Refuge Cove is  an apt
descr ip t ion and the crew’s  dec is ion to  push in to
the easter ly to make i t  to Refuge Cove was vindicated.
Windward  was snugly anchored and protected from
gale force winds from the south west in th is del ightfu l
and popular  anchorage.

Among the ha l f  a  dozen boats
anchored was the ketch Waltz ing
Mati lda  whose owners k indly invi ted
the ent i re Windward  crew aboard
for  d inner .  I t  was a good th ing
that the row home was only about
80 metres and downwind as plenty
of beer,  wine and rum accompanied
the de l ic ious meal .

9 JANUARY 2013 – STILL AT
REFUGE COVE

With the wind outs ide s t i l l  a t
ga le  force,  the more act ive o f
the crew took the oppor tun i ty
for a walk to Sealers Cove. With
only  sa i l ing footwear  on board,
the thongs and feet  took a b i t
of  a beat ing for the 12 km round
tr ip .  The Sk ipper ,  hav ing taken
a b i t  o f  a  beat ing h imsel f  on Waltz ing Mat i lda
the prev ious evening,  opted for  a  lay  day in  the
bunk.

Dolphins off the port bow, aproaching Schouten
Psssage - note Skipper communing with nature

A beam reach in 25 knots
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Skipper showering at
Banks Strait

A beam reach in 25 knots - mid Bass Strait -
Al Butt on the foredeck
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used in  a  week) .  Greg is  not  the sor t  o f  b loke
who admits easi ly to any physical  or  mental  d iscomfort
but  d id  re turn to  the cockpi t  ment ion ing that  the
foredeck of Windward I I  on a  b lack n ight  in  Bass
Stra i t  w i th  no l i fe l ines d id  not  fee l  l ike  the safest
p lace to  be.

With the sai l  area considerably reduced, we rol led
on at  a comfortable 5 to 6 knots unt i l ,  just  before
dawn,  the wind eased before a  change to  the
south-west .

12 JANUARY 2013 – REFUGE COVE TO COLES
BAY

The south-wester ly  change came as a genera l
movement  f rom the nor th  through west  a t  about
10 knots .  The sky c leared and we reached the
top of  the Banks Stra i t  a t  around 10 AM just  in
t ime to  be ass is ted by the t ide t rave l l ing east .
Wi th  the wind on the s tarboard quar ter ,  the b ig
asymmetr ica l  headsai l  was brought  onto deck and
struck much to the del ight of  the crew who revel led
in  the beaut i fu l  sa i l ing condi t ions.  A sa l t  water
bucket  wash f reshened the mind and the body
as we c locked around 9 to  10 knots  over  the

ground.

By luncht ime,  we had turned to  the south and
were proceeding around the nor th  east  t ip  o f
Tasmania.  Condi t ions were g lor ious as we passed
St  Helens and moved f rom a south-wester ly  a i r

10 JANUARY 2013 – REFUGE COVE TO COLES
BAY

The wind appeared to  be abat ing and we set  o f f
f rom Refuge Cove at  about  8  am wi th  the a im
of  reaching one of  the many anchorages at  the
south-western corner  o f  F l inders  Is land.

Our  course le f t  us  about  seven or  e ight  mi les
west of  the Kent group (which includes Deal Is land
and Er i th  Is land) .  I  had or ig ina l ly  hoped to  s top
for  a  day or  two in  th is  de l ight fu l  p lace but  we
had used up a fa i r  b i t  o f  the ava i lab le  t ime at
Refuge Cove and needed to  make some mi les .
As a compromise,  we dec ided to  cru ise through
the Murray Pass which separates Deal  and Er i th
Is lands.  The raw beauty  o f  th is  wi ld  p lace wi th
plenty of  secluded and protected anchorages drew
a promise of  a  re turn v is i t .

We ex i ted Murray Pass to  the south and,  despi te
the l ight  condi t ions,  copped a b i t  o f  a  dunk ing
with a 10 knot souther ly provid ing stand-up waves
against  the south f lowing t ida l  s t ream. You would
not  want  to  do th is  in  heavy condi t ions.

As n ight  fe l l ,  the wind cont inued to move easter ly
and s t rengthen.

11 JANUARY 2013 – REFUGE COVE TO COLES
BAY

Greggy and Al is ta i r  were on watch f rom about
midn ight .  I  was in  the s tarboard quar ter  ber th
which was on the leeward s ide hear ing the increased
volume of  the water  bubbl ing past  the quar ter
as our  speed increased.  The increased speed
was conf i rmed by Greg’s  booming vo ice ca l l ing
the numbers as they appeared on Sinbad  ‘8 .5 . . .
8 .6 . . .  8 .9 . . .  9 .4  knots ! ’  I  thought  I ’d  bet ter  have
a look. With my head poked up through the companion-
way,  I  looked forward.  I t  was as b lack as the
ins ide of  a  cow.  The wind was now f rom the
nor th-east  and fe l t  about  20 to  25 knots  which
cons ider ing our  speed in  a  souther ly  d i rect ion
was probably  over  30 knots  t rue.  We were in
contro l  but  on ly  jus t  and were on pace to  reach

the top of  the Banks Stra i t  wel l  in  advance of
the ebb t ide which we expected to  catch around
9 am that  morn ing.  A second reef  went  in  the
main and Greg went  forward in to  the b lackness
beyond the mast  to  change the headsai l  down
to the s torm j ib  ( the second t ime i t  had been

The Pilot’s of Schouten Passage
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Windward on a bouncy mooring Freycinet Peninsula
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The Skipper Does the Windward Jig - coming into Coles Bay
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20 knots  and wi th  the fe tch be ing at  10 to  15
mi les Windward  had a fa i r  b i t  o f  mot ion about
her on the mooring. In fact ,  more than the occasional
wave broke over the bow dur ing one of the evenings.

15 JANUARY 2013 – COLES BAY TO TRIABUNNA

Having made a decent passage from Refuge Cove,
we had p lenty  o f  t ime on our  hands to  work  our
way around to  Hobar t .  Wi th  a  smal l  amount  o f
re-prov is ion ing complete ,  the new crew set  o f f
for  the re la t ive ly  shor t  journey f rom Coles Bay
to Tr iabunna.  I t  was thought  that  a  shor t  c ru ise
down the beaut i fu l  Great  Oyster  Bay would be
a gent le  s tar t  for  Emi ly ’s  seafar ing exper ience.
Of  course noth ing ever  goes to  p lan,  and hav ing
motored for  about  f ive  minutes,  we exper ienced
the f i rs t  mechanica l  fa i lu re .  The Sk ipper  in  h is
endeavours to repack the lazarette had accidental ly
turned of f  the water/exhaust out let  which led qui te
qu ick ly  to  the p last ic  water  t rap exp lod ing wi th
a loud bang. The damaged water t rap was removed
and f ixed with the sai lors ’  great f r iend – the jumbo
ro l l  o f  gaf fer  tape.  Hav ing re f i t ted i t ,  we were
back on our  way.  Some speedy te lephone work
by the Sk ipper ,  found a mechanic  a t  Tr iabunna
who put  us on to  a  cour ier  who,  as luck would
have i t ,  was current ly outs ide the Whitworths store
in  Hobar t  which happened to  have a rep lacement
par t  in  s tock and so we headed to  Tr iabunna in
the expectat ion that  a  rep lacement  water  t rap
would be ava i lab le  the next  morn ing.

We d ined that  n ight  a t  the Tr iabunna Hote l  –  an
exper ience that  conf i rms why Tasmania ought  to
be on everyone’s hol iday dest inat ion l is t .  We reached
the l i t t le  por t  a t  about  8  pm and immediate ly
repai red to  the hote l  where we were in formed
that  the cook had jus t  le f t .  We were the on ly
people  in  the bar  and the owners cou ld  have
to ld  us to  shove i t .  But ,  ins tead,  they to ld  us
that  the cook ’s  ass is tant  was s t i l l  in  the k i tchen
and could heat up the only dish that was avai lable
being lamb shanks.  Lamb shanks i t  was and they
were de l ic ious served up wi th  f resh vegetab les
and washed down by a couple of  bott les of  qual i ty
p inot  no i r  and fo l lowed by a  game of  dar ts  on
a dar t  board which occas ional ly  def lec ted a dar t
towards any unsuspect ing bystanders .

16 JANUARY 2013 – TRIABUNNA TO FORTESCUE
BAY

With the new water  t rap f i t ted,  we proceeded on
our  cru ise south.

Pass ing Mar ia  Is land to  por t ,  we cru ised through
the Mercury  passage in  good weather .  The f i res
that  had ravaged Tasmania two or  three weeks
ear l ier  were st i l l  evident on the Tasman peninsula.
F i re  f ronts  o f  a  k i lometre  in  length were be ing
fanned by the genera l  wester ly  breeze and were
c lear ly  v is ib le  coming up to  a  k i lometre  or  so
f rom the edge of  the h igh ver t ica l  c l i f fs .

stream to an easter ly a ir  stream. The wind gradual ly
moved from the east to the north-east and strengthened
to around 20 knots.  St Helens passed by to starboard.
A ro l l ing nor th-easter ly  swel l  was ass is t ing us in
making in excess of  7 knots towards our dest inat ion
which we expected to  reach around n ight fa l l .  A
bot t le  o f  the sh ips winemakers Chardonnay was
broached in ant ic ipat ion of  making our dest inat ion.
Al l  was wel l  w i th  the wor ld .  But  Huey has a way
of  le t t ing you know that  he (or  is  i t  a  capr ic ious
she?) wi l l  a lways have the f inal  word. Quite rapidly,
the wind faded to nothing. The sky was completely
c lear .  Hav ing los t  our  dr ive, Windward  bobbed
around in the north-easter ly swel l  wi th sai ls  s lat t ing.
About  a  mi le  away,  a  dark  patch of  water  was
spotted approaching quickly wi th whi tecaps behind
i t .  The Sk ipper  ordered a l l  sa i l  to  be taken down
and we motored forward in to  a  30 knot  souther ly .
Qui te  qu ick ly  the condi t ions became fa i r ly  t r icky
with the souther ly increasing to 35 knots or better
and s tanding up shor t  s teep waves against  the
south f lowing t ida l  s t ream and swel l .  There ’s  not
much shel ter f rom souther ly breezes on the north-east
coast  o f  Tasmania and the Sk ipper  dec ided that
d iscret ion was the bet ter  par t  o f  va lour  and we
should head back and shel ter  behind St  Helens
in  an open anchorage which was protected f rom
the souther ly  breeze.  You would th ink that  wi th
35+ knots  o f  w ind behind, Windward  would  make
reasonable speed but  we could only ra ise 4 knots
or  so for  the ant ic ipated 10 mi le  backward run
to St  Helens.  Running wi th  the breeze wasn’ t  a l l
that  more comfor tab le  than a s low punch in to  i t
and so the dec is ion to  re turn to  St  Helens was
reversed,  and wi th  two reefs  in  the main,  the
storm j ib  and the i ron topsoi l  we made very  s low
progress in to  the weather .  Greggy managed to
knock up a magni f icent  d inner  and we gr i t ted
our teeth to awai t  what the weather bureau cal led
a ‘seabreeze’  to  abate.

13 JANUARY 2013 – REFUGE COVE TO COLES
BAY

In  the ear ly  hours  o f  the morn ing,  the breeze
abated and we motored the remain ing 20 or  so
mi les to  the Schouten Passage and in to  Coles
Bay.

Secure on a publ ic  moor ing,  a  huge n ight  was
had by al l  at  the Freycinet Lodge where i t  seemed
we opened every  bot t le  o f  w ine on the l is t .

14–15 JANUARY 2013 – COLES BAY

Windward  sa id  goodbye to  Greg,  A l is ta i r  and Ned
at  Coles Bay and welcomed the ar r iva l  o f  Bruce
Dumbre l l  and Emi ly  Cuningham, Rob’s  g i r l f r iend
who was be ing tested for  her  su i tab i l i ty  pr ior  to
the i r  moving in  together .

I t ’s  a good th ing that  the publ ic  moor ing is  s t rong
at Coles Bay because the wind maintained a steady



Page 14

 Classic Yacht Association of Australia Issue 34 - December 2013 © CYAA

For tescue Bay is  a  de l ight fu l  anchorage.  At  the
head of  the Bay in  about  3  to  4  metres o f  water ,
there is  a wreck  which prov ides complete shel ter
f rom a l l  weathers .  The heav i ly  t imbered coast
runs r ight  down to  the water l ine and the smel l
of  the ocean is overpowered by the waft  of  eucalyptus
o i l  f rom the t rees.  I t  is  more l ike  camping in  the
h igh country  than a sa i l ing exper ience.

17 JANUARY 2013 – FORTESCUE BAY TO HOBART

The or ig ina l  p lan was to  hover  around For tescue
Bay and perhaps spend a n ight  or  two in  Por t
Arthur or e lsewhere before reaching Hobart .  However,
the weather  had a say in  our  p lans and wi th  a
low pressure system approaching,  i t  was dec ided
to make the passage through to  Hobar t  sooner
ra ther  than la ter .  The t r ip  around Tasman Is land
and Cape Raoul  proved exc i t ing both v isual ly  and
for  crew work.  The wind was f rom the south-west
at  about  20 to  25 knots  wi th  a  reasonable swel l
o f  3  to  4  metres.  The seas of f  Tasman Is land
were a l i t t le  confused and wi th  Emi ly  hav ing her
f i rs t  exper ience out  of  shel tered waters there was
some worry about the onset of  seasickness. Whi le
admi t t ing to  be ing a l i t t le  queasy,  Emi ly  d id  not
succumb and with sheets eased once around Cape

Raoul , Windward  was making 8 to 9 knots towards
Hobar t .  We passed the legendary  I ron Pot  a t
around 1500 and worked our way up the Derwent
to  be ber thed in  Const i tu t ion Dock a couple  o f
hours  la ter .

IN AND AROUND HOBART – THE AUSTRALIAN
WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL

Almost  immediate ly  upon ar r iva l ,  the wel lw ishers
started to appear providing a pattern which cont inued
as long as Windward  was in  Hobar t .  There is
a leve l  o f  in terest  in  mat ters  naut ica l  in  the
Hobar t  populous that  is  far  greater  in  propor t ion
than i ts mainland counterparts.  This level  of  interest
was increased once the provenance of Windward
was d iscovered.  The fact  that  th is  was her  f i rs t
re turn to  Hobar t  s ince her  depar ture more than
80 years  ago created a sent imenta l  s tory  that
drew qu i te  a  number  o f  people  to  the dock to
make a spec ia l  v is i t .  At  least  a  dozen v is i tors
came down wi th  spec i f ic  reco l lec t ions and,  in
two cases photographs,  o f Windward  dur ing her
per iods in  Hobar t  (over  80 years  ago!)  and then
in Sydney.  I  heard s tor ies of  rac ing and cru is ing
wi th  her  main custod ian in  Sydney,  J .M.Hard ie .
One fe l low who came on board crewed for  Mr

Approaching Port Davy
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Hardie in his late teens and remembered the inter ior
to be ident ical  to the way she presents now. Another
v is i tor ,  upon hear ing that Windward  was des igned
by Norman Dal l imore in the United Kingdom exclaimed
‘Mr Dal l imore was my next -door  ne ighbour . ’

The Aust ra l ian Wooden Boat  Fest iva l  was a l l  that
everyone said i t  would be. I t  was a genuine celebrat ion
of  wooden boat  cu l ture wi th  the boats  ra ther  than
the i r  present  custod ians be ing the s tars  o f  the
show – exact ly  as i t  should  be.

But a l l  good th ings come to an end and Windward
needed to  re turn to  Melbourne.

Roger  Dundas had put  h is  hand up to  be a par t
o f  the crew on the re turn journey.  There were a
number  o f  o ther  poss ib le  s tar ters  but  poss ib les
don’t  make actuals and on the day before Windward
was due to  depar t  Hobar t ,  there was on ly  Roger
and Kent  Dav id  Pedersen,  a  young Norwegian
adventurer ,  jo in ing the Sk ipper  on the passage.
A ‘Crew Wanted ’  note was t ied to Windward ’ s
backstay dur ing the las t  day of  the fest iva l .  I t
worked.

Kim Newstead te lephoned in  and adv ised that ,
in  h is  la te  60s,  whi le  he wasn’ t  as  ag i le  as he
used to  be he had 20 or  so Sydney Hobar t ’s
under  h is  be l t  and was current ly  on the Sydney
to Hobar t  race commit tee.  Welcome aboard Kim!

Roger  Dundas ar r ived at  the boat  accompanied
by h is  f r iend Paul  Di  Benedet to .  Paul  saw the
‘Crew Wanted’  note and immediately returned home
to co l lec t  h is  gear .  So,  f rom being a l i t t le  shor t
of  hands, Windward  set  sai l  wi th the ideal  complement
of  f ive  on board.

12 FEBRUARY 2013 –
HOBARTTORECHERCHE
BAY

We set  o f f  f rom Hobar t
and cru ised down the
D’Entrecasteaux Channel
in l ight  condi t ions.  I t  was
an ideal  star t  to the return
journey and a l lowed the
new crew members to
get  a  fee l  o f  the boat .
The plan was to get around
the South West  Cape to
Por t  Davey as soon as
poss ib le  and spend a
few days exp lor ing that
par t  o f  the coast .  In
order  to  achieve th is
ob ject ive,  two long
daysai lswererequired.

The promised sea-
breezearr ivedinspades
la ter  that  a f ternoon

prov id ing a fa i r  chop on top of  the 2  metre  swel l
once we ex i ted the southern ent rance to  the
D’ent recasteaux Channel . Windward  and her  new
crew handled a l l  th is  in  the i r  s t r ide,  but  i t  was
a wet  sh ip ’s  complement  that  motored in to  the
northern anchorage of Recherche Bay just  on dusk.

13 FEBRUARY 2013 – RECHERCHE BAY TO PORT
DAVEY

Another  long day ahead requi r ing a  s tar t  before
dawn. We exi ted Recherche Bay as the l ight appeared
and worked our way across the bottom of Tasmania
with a comfortable 12 to 15 knot souther ly breeze.
The coast l ine is  wi ld  and spectacu lar  and even
in  these benign condi t ions produced sensat ions
of awe, s l ight apprehension and heightened awareness
which,  when bundled together ,  amount  to  respect .
Making good t ime,  we rounded South West  Cape,
eased the sheets  and reached our  way up to
Por t  Davey.

The south-west corner ( indeed, probably the ent i re
south-west  quar ter )  o f  Tasmania is  a  nat iona l
park .  Por t  Davey is  access ib le  on ly  by boat ,  l ight
p lane or  a  walk  o f  80 mi les .  Fa i r  to  say that  i t
is  not  overrun wi th  v is i tors .  There are dozens
of  protected anchorages which prov ide shel ter
from the f ierce wester ly gales that t ravel  uninterrupted
hal fway around the wor ld  before f ind ing landfa l l
on the south-west coast of  Tasmania. As we approached
the ent rance to  the main anchorages behind the
apt ly  named Breaksea Is lands,  a  fami l ia r  shape
appeared. Tim Phi l l ips ’ Storm Bay  is  a magnif icent ly
restored f ish ing smack f rom the ear ly  1900s.  We
fol lowed Storm Bay  in to Port  Davey and anchored
that  n ight  a t  Bramble Cove ra f ted up wi th Storm

Windward III alongside Storm Bay. Port Davey.
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Bay  and Gary Kerr ’s Eumere l la .  Gary  Kerr  is  a
par t icu lar ly  in terest ing character .  He has spent
most  o f  h is  work ing l i fe  crayf ish ing in  Bass Stra i t
and the Southern Ocean.  He does not  look l ike
the archetypal  f isherman but  has the appearance
of  a  un ivers i ty  professor ,  which I  am sure he
could be i f  he chose to.  He is extremely knowledgeable
on the h is tory  o f  f ish ing and t imber  boatbu i ld ing
in southern Austral ia and has wri t ten several  books
and produced a number of  v ideos on the subjects.
I  learned that Gary spends a fa ir  b i t  of  the southern
winter  on the ocean f ish ing for  crayf ish and then
returns to  south-western Tasmania in  the summer
for  a  busman’s  ho l iday!  So i t  was a pr iv i lege to
be ab le  to  spend t ime in  the company of  both
Gary and T im Phi l l ips  who have dedicated the i r
l ives to bui ld ing, restorat ion and, most important ly,
the use of  t imber  boats .

Dur ing the restorat ion of Storm Bay ,  I  had chal lenged
Tim Phi l l ips  as to  why he was re ta in ing the wet
wel l  in  the vessel .  Af ter  a l l ,  why dr i l l  ho les in to
a per fect ly  sound boat  and f i l l  i t  w i th  water  in
the place where a del ightfu l  saloon could be placed.
T im responded by te l l ing me that  he wanted to
mainta in  the h is tory  o f  the vessel  and then wi th
a wry smi le said that one day you wi l l  understand.

Our  f i rs t  n ight  in  Por t  Davey was the day that
I  d id  unders tand.  Out  f rom the wet  wel l  came a
few di f ferent types of  f ish,  crayf ish and, i f  I  recal l
correct ly through the haze of  the del ic ious r iesl ing
that was f lowing at  the t ime, some abalone. Aboard
Storm Bay  there was be ing cooked a spaghet t i
mar inara wi th  the f reshest  o f  ingred ients  whi le
the crew of Windward  was conf ined to  pasta o f

the packet  var ie ty .

14 FEBRUARY 2013 – PORT DAVEY/BATHURST
HARBOUR

We awoke to  the sounds of  the Storm Bay  motor
t ick ing over  and the inv i ta t ion to  come and pu l l
a  few cray pots .  T im had le f t  f ive  pots  soak ing
overn ight  on the outs ide of  the Breaksea Is lands
and i t  was t ime to  rep len ish the wet  wel l .  I t  was
the f inest of  mornings but there was st i l l  a reasonable
swel l  and T im manoeuvred Storm Bay  exper t ly
and qu i te  f r ighten ing ly  c lose to  the c l i f fs  under
which the cray pots  had been pos i t ioned.  Each
of  the pots  were as fu l l  as  they could  be and,
as the pots  broke the sur face of  the water ,  a
number  o f  c rays hanging on the outs ide of  the
pots (known as ‘ jockeys’)  abandoned their  posi t ion.
I t  was an embarrassment  o f  r iches.  Only  a  few
of the bigger ones were kept and most were returned
awai t ing the next  v is i t .

Fo l lowing breakfast ,  we motored up the Bathurs t
Channel and marvel led at  the protected anchorages
in  the l i t t le  bays on e i ther  s ide every  ha l f  a  mi le
or  so.  At  the end of  the Bathurs t  Channel  is
Bathurs t  Harbour  which is  a  complete ly  enc losed
body of  tea co loured water  perhaps 5 mi les  wide
and three or  4  mi les  long.  The tea co lour  comes
from the tannins leached f rom the peaty  so i l  that
makes up much of  south-western Tasmania.  We
anchored at  Clayton ’s  Corner   which was the s i te
of  the homestead of  the f isherman Clyde Clayton
who,  a long wi th  the legendary  Deny King were
the f i rs t  two European inhabi tants  o f  th is  area.
The country  is  as hard as i t  is  magni f icent .  The
ef for t  requ i red to  susta in  a  modern l i fe  in  th is
harsh env i ronment  must  have been endless.  We
vis i ted Mela leuca  which is  the proper ty  o f  Deny
King and inc ludes h is  t in  mine,  and marve l led
at the ingenuity and perseverance that had al lowed
a l iv ing to  be generated in  th is  remote p lace.
Mela leuca  is  a  l iv ing museum. I t  would  be easy
to imagine Deny King str id ing in f rom the wi lderness
to get  back to  work .  The l inger ing fee l ing as we
motored back down the Bathurs t  Channel  was
that  those of  us  l iv ing in  the second decade of
the 21st  century  are sof t  as  but ter  compared to

Port Davey Lunch
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our  forebears – even those of  on ly  ha l f  a  century
before.  I  be l ieve th is  to  be no less t rue in  the
absence of  any empir ica l  measure.

We were jo ined dur ing the day by another  group
of  Melbourne c lass ic  boat  enthus iasts  who had
char tered a work ing f ish ing boat  sk ippered by
Morr ie Wolf .  Unl ike Gary Kerr ,  Morr ie is  the archetypal
f isherman – large in stature and voice and def in i te
in  op in ion.  I  quest ioned h im on the weather  for
the next  few days.  His  answer  was ‘You have
three or four days of  set t led weather. ’  I  said ‘What
happens af ter  that?’  He said ‘No idea. ’  Conversat ion
over .

On the s t rength o f  Morr ie ’s  forecast ,  we dec ided
to hasten our  passage nor th .  Th is  dec is ion was
also mot ivated by Kim’s need to get back to Hobart
and my requi rement  to  re turn to  Melbourne to
at tend the funera l  o f  my s tepmother .  Wi th  the
a im of  s t r ik ing out  to  Macquar ie  Harbour  a t  f i rs t
l ight  the next  morn ing,  we moored for  the n ight
in Spain Bay which is the outermost safe anchorage
at  the ent rance to  Por t  Davey.

15 FEBRUARY 2013 – PORT DAVEY TO  MACQUARIE
HARBOUR

We set  o f f  f rom Spain Bay at  f i rs t  l ight  for  the
80 odd mi le  journey to  Macquar ie  Harbour .  The
entrance to  Macquar ie  Harbour  is  known as Hel ls

Gates which is  enough to  put  the f r ighteners  on
any skipper desir ing to make port  at  th is dest inat ion.
Macquar ie  Harbour  is  about  f ive  t imes the s ize
of  Sydney Harbour  and the ent i re  body of  water
ex i ts  through Hel ls  Gates which is  an opening
of  about  a  quar ter  o f  a  mi le .  There is  a  rock
wal l  on one s ide of  the opening and an unmarked
sandbank on the other  upon which sur f  breaks.
I  was not  a t  a l l  keen to  make the ent rance at
n ight .

Morr ie ’s  forecast  o f  set t led weather  was r ight  on
the money and we had a de l ight fu l  south-easter ly
breeze ass is t ing us up the coast  us ing the motor
to  keep the average around 6 knots .

Despi te  hav ing a reputat ion as hav ing no p laces
to h ide,  we noted a couple  o f  spots  where a
safe  anchorage could  be obta ined in  adverse
condi t ions.  Mind you,  I  am cer ta in  there would
be a reasonable leve l  o f  anx ie ty  in  th is  s i tuat ion.

For tunate ly ,  we reached Hel ls  Gates jus t  on dusk
wi th  the breeze dropping and a very  f la t  sea.
The t ide was at  the end of  the ebb.  I t  was about
as heavenly  as Hel ls  Gates could  poss ib ly  be.
We fo l lowed the leads in  and took an hour  and
a hal f  to  reach Strahan where we moored against
the je t ty  in  the smoothest  o f  condi t ions.  I t  had
been a long day and i t  took on ly  a  bowl  o f  hot
food and a couple  o f  g lasses of  wine to  put  us
a l l  in  communicat ion wi th  the sandman.

16 FEBRUARY 2013 – MACQUARIE HARBOUR
TO KING ISLAND

We lost  K im Newstead at  Macquar ie  Harbour  but
ga ined Ashley Murdoch who had f lown to  Hobar t
and dr iven to  St rahan to  jo in  the sh ip .  Ash ley
did not arr ive unt i l  about 4 pm but wi th the weather
for  the next  24 to  48 hours  look ing favourab le ,
we dec ided upon an immediate  depar ture.  The
f ive or  s ix  mi les  f rom Strahan to  Hel ls  Gates
were nav igated in  the la te  a f ternoon and,  as was
the case on the prev ious day,  the ex i t  through
Hel ls Gates was completed in mirror l ike condit ions
with almost no t ide. We had a l ight  easter ly breeze
and the motor  on as we made our  way nor th .

I t  was a beaut i fu l  n ight  to  be on the ocean wi th

Through Hell’s Gate, Macquarie Harbour
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the Mi lky  Way moving more towards a s ta te  o f
creaminess such was the vo lume of  s tars  v is ib le .

17 FEBRUARY 2013 – MACQUARIE HARBOUR
TO KING ISLAND

As dawn approached, the wind star ted to increase
from due nor th  ra ther  than f rom the nor th-east ,
as had been pred ic ted dur ing our  weather  checks
whi le in Strahan. We had made a fa ir  b i t  of  northing
through the night  and our course was pret ty much
nor th-west  so no tack ing was requi red but  we
moved qu ick ly  down to  2  reefs  whi le  keeping the
staysai l  set .  The norther ly breeze averaging around
25 knots  qu ick ly  pushed up a reasonable chop
to about 2 to 3 metres and with our speed hover ing
around 6 knots  there was a fa i r  amount  o f  water
coming across the deck as we crashed our  way
across to  Grassy at  the south o f  K ing Is land.
The sky was c lear  and sunny and i t  was not
co ld  but  the passage was a b i t  o f  a  gr ind as
the crew on deck copped a sa l t  water  shower
every  few minutes.

The passage planning was spot on and we reached
Grassy as p lanned la te  in  the af ternoon.  A few
telephone cal ls to the Port  Author i ty,  and we were
al located a moor ing in  the Grassy Harbour .  Once
at tached,  i t  d idn ’ t  take us long to  launch the
dinghy and make our  way ashore en route to
the Grassy Club which is  the on ly  d in ing and
eat ing establ ishment in the area. Fortunately,  Russel l
(one of  the local  cray f ishermen) had just  returned
from a t r ip  and of fered us a  r ide to  the Grassy
Club in  the back of  h is  u te .  I  had forgot ten how
far  the walk  was and we were a l l  very  grate fu l
for  the r ide and for  the company of  h is  two dogs
in  the back.

The Grassy Club is  a  pr ivate  c lub owned by the
loca ls  in  the Grassy area.  Unl ike some of  the
inst i tu t ions in  the c i ty  o f  Melbourne,  v is i tors  are
made ext remely  welcome and,  upon enter ing the
bar ,  we were in t roduced to  a l l  f ive  o f  the c lub

members present .  One of  the great  th ings about
p laces l ike  King Is land is  that  the s lower  pace
of  l i fe  a l lows t ime for  the loca ls  to  in teract  wi th
v is i tors .  I  am sure that  the fact  that  there aren ’ t
so many v is i tors  he lps as wel l !  Over  d inner  in
the c lub, we learned that a patch of  heavy weather
was approaching which conf i rmed the dec is ion
for  the ent i re  crew to return to  Melbourne leav ing
Windward  on the moor ing in  the Grassy Harbour .
One of  our  new-found acquain tances in  the bar ,
Ern ie  Blakeman owns the loca l  fue l  s ta t ion and
mechanica l  shop over  the road f rom the c lub.
He made his shop van avai lable to us and al lowed
us to  leave our  d inghy and some equipment  a t
the back of  h is shop whi le we returned to Melbourne.
When we asked i f  he could  ar range a l i f t  for  us
f rom Grassy to  the King Is land a i rpor t  some 30
km away,  he rep l ied ‘Just  take the van,  leav ing
the car  park  wi th  the keys in  the ign i t ion and I
wi l l  p ick  i t  up la ter . ’  I  suppose that  is  the benef i t
o f  l iv ing on an is land – i f  someone p inches your
car (especial ly  a br ight yel low van) there is nowhere
they can go wi th  i t .

So we d id  as d i rected and depar ted King Is land
for  Melbourne the next  day .

24 FEBRUARY 2013 – KING ISLAND TO MELBOURNE

Paul  Di  Benedet to  had opted out  o f  th is  f ine leg
of  the journey hav ing re turned to  Hobar t  d i rect ly
f rom Tul lamar ine a i rpor t .  So i t  was a company
of  four  on ly ,  the sk ipper ,  Roger  Dundas,  Ashley
Murdoch and Kent  Dav id  Pedersen who arr ived
back in  K ing Is land la te  in  the af ternoon.

The p lan was for  a  quick dash across Bass Stra i t
leav ing King Is land jus t  before dark  and ar r iv ing
at  the Por t  Ph i l l ip  Heads jus t  before the s tar t
o f  the f lood t ide.

Ern ie  had prepos i t ioned the ye l low van at  Curr ie
a i rpor t  and we managed to  f i t  in  an ear ly  d inner
at  the Grassy Club,  i t  was not  surpr is ing to  see
the same faces that  we had le f t  a  week or  so
before s t i l l  s i t t ing on the same stoo ls  a t  the bar .

We ex i ted Grassy Harbour  on dusk and motor
sai led through the night in very comfortable condi t ions.

The ent ry  to  Por t  Ph i l l ip  Heads was executed
c lass ica l ly  on the main sh ipp ing channel  lead
and,  hav ing entered the Bay,  we proceeded nor th
up the West  Channel  wi th  a  typ ica l  seabreeze
k ick ing in  a t  around 1 pm and bu i ld ing f rom the
south-east dur ing the af ternoon. As we progressed
nor th ,  the waves bu i l t  to  about  2  metres and the
wind reached around 30 knots.  With about 5 mi les
to  go,  a  reef  was requi red and,  hav ing had a
dry  deck to  the ent i re  t r ip  f rom King Is land,  a
couple of  the larger waves broke over the starboard
quar ter .  In  fac t  the roughest  par t  o f  the f ina l  leg
of  the t r ip  was the las t  couple  o f  mi les  in to  St
Ki lda harbour.  There is no doubt that Huey always
has the las t  word.

Boss!! Kick ‘em out. Now!!
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VARG LAUNCH/RE-LAUNCH
Kraig Carlstrom 18 January 2014

VARG looked fabulous draped in lots of
f lags -  we even found a 16 year old blond
Norwegian girl  at  the last minute to grace
the bow. The weather was absolutely perfect
as the pics show.

The h igh l ight  was Bruce Stannard 's  speech and
Shakespear ian sonnet,  the s incer i ty of  which real ly
b lew the b ig  crowd away.  We were a lso so lucky
to  have exce l lent  speeches f rom Col  Anderson
and Sean Langman, plus Bi l l  Pett ingel l  f rom Sydney
-  a  pass ionate sa i lor  a l l  h is  l i fe  and a crewman
on NORN/VARG as a 13 year  o ld .  He was never
a l lowed out  o f  the f ront  hatch and h is  job was
to get  the sa i ls  ready when they were ca l led for .
I  th ink  the qual i ty  and var ie ty  o f  these speeches
rea l ly  made the day very  memorable  for  a l l  the
v is i tors ,  ha l f  o f  which were f rom in ters ta te  or  the
UK.

We have been asked to  send more p ic tures to
King Hara ld  in  Norway.  Ear l ie r  he k ind ly  sent  us
an of f ic ia l  le t ter  o f  congratu la t ions and wished
us -  Fa i r  Sa i l ing.  He has never  done th is  before
for  any 8 meter .  We,  and the 8 Meter  Assoc ia t ion
were a l l  very  chuf fed.  K ing Hara ld  has a green,
la te  bu i ld  8  meter  f rom Johan Anker  ca l led SIRA.
At 75 years of  age he st i l l  takes the t i l ler  in races.

VARG Commissioning Day  18 January 2014
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Signature of VARG Col Anderson and Camilla Rokke
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VARG Dover bound. Sean Langman on the helm.
Watch master’s Carolyn Mason and Cathy Langman on board

I 
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On January 28 th we had a v is i t  and a very spir i ted
sai l  down the D'entrecasteaux Channel in 45 knots
of  wind,  f rom Bengt  and Al l ison Wansel ius  f rom
Stockholm who are representat ives f rom the 8
Meter  Assoc ia t ion.

Ear l ie r  they had been ta lk ing to  representat ives
from the Royal  Sydney Yacht  Squadron,  in  regard
to  poss ib ly  ho ld ing an 8 meter  wor ld  t i t les  race
there in  2018.  Lets  hope i t  comes of f .

On our  VARG sa i l  they were jo ined by two other
female v is i tors ,  one an ar t is t /photographer  f rom
Norway,  who has the n ickname in  Norway of  -
you guessed i t  VARG! VARG means wol f  in  o ld
Norwegian.

The Por t  Cygnet  Sai l ing Club d id  a  great  job
help ing out  in  so many ways -  we had 80 guests
for  lunch -  the maximum the Club can seat ,  so
we had to  turn  back a couple  o f  hundred loca ls ,
who would o therwise  have been there.

There was a VARG l i febuoy cake and a ter r i f ic
loca l  duo do ing the music .  So,  a  great  day was
had by a l l  and many of  us  fo l lowed i t  up wi th
d inner  a t  The Red Velvet  Lounge in  Cygnet  that
n ight .

We have now had 4 sa i ls  on VARG -  two in  l ight
breezes and 2 in very heavy breezes.  Our second
sai l  was wi th  Sean Langman and h is  wi fe  Cathy.
We d id  the long re turn t r ip  to  Dover  and back,
re turn ing on a long reach in  25 to  30-  knots .
Sean 's  smi le  was a wraparound one that  s tayed
on a l l  day.  He ra ted i t  as  one of  the greatest
exper iences of  h is  l i fe t ime.  I t  was so n ice to
have h is  carefu l  wander ing eye a lways check ing
the r ig tensions and making cont inual  suggest ions.

Col  Anderson has now
fin ished a main sai l  cover
for  us so as soon as
I  can get  ho ld  o f  i t  I
wi l l  s tar t  making al l  the
other  hu l l  covers  the
boat needs. We are st i l l
wai t ing on an electr ic ian
to  come and hook up
the l i th ium Ion batter ies
to  the 48 vo l t  e lec t r ic
motor .  A lo t  o f  them
have been scared of f
by  the complex i ty  o f
i t    . . . .  p lus  the
respons ib i l i ty  o f  i t  a l l .
St i l l  I  feel  we wi l l  have
i t  runn ing soon.  For
now we are pract ic ing
sa i l ing on and of f  the
moor ing  in  ve ry
st rong  gusts  -  which
real ly is  much more fun.

In  ear ly  February  we wi l l  a t tend the Ket ter ing
Wooden Boat Ral ly,  where I 'm told the compet i tors
have been to ld  to  be k ind to  each other  -
su i ts  us per fect ly .  Th is  event  wi l l  be fo l lowed
in ear ly  March by our  b ig  150 year  ce lebrat ion
race f rom Ket ter ing to  Cygnet ,  p lus  fo l low up
races in  Cygnet  Bay.  There wi l l  be about  120
boats coming plus 5 ta l l  ships.  The 9 day event
promises to be huge and I 'm sure we wi l l  have
many to ta l ly  worn out  vo lunteers  a t  the end
of  i t  a l l .

VARG Preparing for 1st post commissioning sail
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VARG Action ready cockpit
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CORIO VERTUE - V99
ANDY INDRANS

When I  bought Corio Vertue back in 2003
litt le did I  realize what I  was gett ing into
with the ownership of a 50 year old wooden
boat,  not so much the restoration and
maintenance work but her history and the
people associated with her.

I  knew of the myths and epic voyages undertaken
by Ver tues and had been lus t ing a f ter  one for
years but never expected to f ind one in Austral ia.
So when I  came across CV for  sa le  in  Sydney
I  jus t  had to  go up and have a look.  Hav ing
read volumes of Classic Boat magazine I  thought
I  knew every th ing about  the p i t fa l ls  o f  buy ing
an o ld wooden boat  that  could become a pro ject
that never actual ly concludes with the boat reaching
the water .  Consequent ly ,  I  went  prepared wi th
an extensive check l is t  that I  would fo l low assiduously
before  committ ing to c lassic wooden boat ownership.

On f i rs t  see ing CV I  was smi t ten – my f i rs t
v iew of  a  Ver tue other  than in  photographs.  I
fo l lowed my check l is t  and d iscovered qu i te  a
few issues but  the boat  seemed qu i te  sound.
Af ter  near ly  2  years  on a moor ing she was a
b i t  o f  mess down be low.  My hear t  sa id  make
an of fer  but  my head intervened and I  organised
for  a  surveyor  to  go over  the boat  and f lew
back to  Melbourne.

To say I  was shocked with the 8 page surveyor ’s
report  would be a bi t  of  an understatement.  However,
I  was not  go ing to  le t  CV go that  eas i ly  and
discussed the major  issues wi th  the surveyor .
What real ly mattered was that the hul l  was sound
and any issues above the water l ine I  cou ld  f ix
mysel f .  Af ter  work ing out  what  i t  would  cost  to
have the problems f ixed, and new f i t t ings instal led
I  made a r id icu lous ly  low of fer  to  the broker .
Af ter  about  an hour  I  got  a  phone ca l l  say ing
I  was the new owner  o f  CV.

As CV was not  in  a  f i t  s ta te  to  be sa i led f rom
Sydney to  Melbourne I  had her  t rucked down  to
her new home at Westernport  Marina in Hast ings
and immediate ly  set  about  sor t ing out  the good
and bad,  and removing a l l  w i r ing and p lumbing.
I  had not  been go ing very  long when a chap
approached and asked for  the name of  the boat .
When I  rep l ied "Cor io  Ver tue"  you could  not
be l ieve my absolu te  surpr ise when he sa id  that
he had sai led in CV in the mid 1960's and hadn' t
seen her  s ince.  Af ter  in t roducing h imsel f  as Rob
Stott  the next couple of  hours were spent ta lk ing
about  Rob 's  t imes on the boat  and about  Wi l
Heard the f i rs t  owner  and bu i lder  o f  CV.

A couple  o f  weeks la ter  Rob came in to  the boat

Corio Vertue Not long after her launch

Wil Heard and his crew display some of Corio Vertue’s silver.
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The 25ft Geelong sloop Corio Vertue, outright winner of the
Queenscliff- Devonport yacht race, pictured  at Devonport with its
crew. Corio Vertue, the smallest yacht in the field also gained first
placing in the second division of the race. The trim sloop took 51
hours 55 seconds for the Strait crossing. Crew members are (from
left), Darrel Morrison, Jack Stewart, Wil Heard (skipper) and Robert
Stott. (Photo Caption)
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yard and presented me with some newspaper cutt ings
about CV's win in the 1965 Queenscl i f f  – to Devonport
yacht  race.  As Rob re la ted the s tory  the boat
d id  not  win  by boat  speed but  sheer  cunning.
The race f leet  was c lose to  the ent rance of  the
Mersey River  when the wind d ied and the race
f leet  s tar ted dr i f t ing backwards wi th  the t ide.  CV
was c lose to  shore and Wi l  Heard dropped the
anchor and watched the f leet  dr i f t  past  h im. Once
the wind p icked up CV was ahead of  the f leet
and crossed the f in ish l ine f i rs t !

With CV came some histor ical  documents including
her  rac ing h is tory  as documented by Wi l  Heard,
and a record o f  sa le  f rom each owner  o f  CV of
which I  am the n in th .  In  the ten years  o f  rac ing
out  o f  the Royal  Geelong Yacht  Club,  under  Wi l
Heard,  CV had 85 p lac ing ’s  o f  which 32 were
f i rs ts ,  however  Wi l  Heard wrote th is  note a t  the
at the bottom of the her race history:  “ I f  I ’d owned
her  again  I  would  not  bother  wi th  rac ing.  Too
much t rouble  and one ends up back in  the ra t
race. ”

In  2009 I  entered CV in  the Skandia  Geelong
Week Regatta.  After a chal lenging long beat in 20-25
knot wester ly  winds ‘Cor io Ver tue ’ made i t  to
Geelong for the Skandia Week regatta.  Sai ls of ten
in  the water  and crew soaked by waves,  a f ter
12 hours  we dec ided to  abandon rac ing in  order
to get  to  the mar ina before n ight fa l l .  Even though
we were the las t  boat  home,  and were very  wet
and weary a f ter  our  s log,  I  fe l t  a  great  sense
of  pr ide and emot ion  in  br ing ing CV back to  her
home in   Cor io   Bay,  and was sure Wi l l  Heard was
look ing over  her .

CV’s  g lory  came on the las t  day of  rac ing where
wi th  some cunning s t ra tegy,  and uncanny boat
handl ing sk i l ls  the sk ipper got  CV a f i rs t p lace
on corrected t ime -   CV  had won her  f i rs t  t rophy
in  our  ownersh ip !

But  the s tory  cont inues.  Whi le  CV was moored
at  the Geelong Yacht  Club she had a couple  o f
in terested v is i tors .

·  The f i rs t  was a person re la ted to  Gi l  A l lbut ,
the boat  bu i lder ,  and knew of  Gi l l ’s  fondness for
CV.

·  The second  was f rom Darre l  Morr ison who
sai led wi th   Wi l   on h is  t r ips  to  Tasmania,  and
was the commodore of  the  Queensc l i f f   Cru is ing
Yacht  Club.

Feel ing a  b i t  in tox icated wi th  CV's  success and
the people  who I  had met  I  had a need to  v is i t
the gents  a t  the Geelong Yacht  Club and was
minding my own business  when a qui te inebr iated
chap ro l led up next  to  me and asked me about
the t ime I  had wi th  the regat ta .  I t  turns out  that
th is  chap was the race of f icer  for  the c lass ic
f leet  (o f  two yachts)  had ad jud icated CV’s  win
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Corio Vertue in race winning form. 2012 Geelong Festival of Sails
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and had raced against   Wi l   Heard in  the 60 's  &
70 's  and had a sof t  spot  for  CV.

As is  o f ten the case one co inc idence leads to
another .  I  had been post ing to  the Wooden Boat
forum regard ing the progress of  CVs restorat ion
and by pure chance on of  the forum members
sent  me the fo l lowing emai l :

Hi Guys,
The  Cor io   Ver tue  was my Grandfather ’s  yacht ,
he was the f i rs t  owner ,  he raced i t  before I  was
born. We did some sai l ing together,  but not enough.
We never  ta lked much unt i l  he got  rea l ly  o ld  and
we started ta lk ing about ocean racing, Internat ional
Dragons, Etchel ls,  a f r iend's teak Cheoy Lee (Marco
Polo)  that  I  borrowed a few t imes and of  course
the Geelong  Footy   Club.  I 'm in  Sydney now and
he  cher ished  my ca l ls .

When he passed away he le f t  me the t rophies,
a  br ie f  log,  photos and a model  ( to  sca le)  o f
the  Cor io  Veture.  I  see the  Cor io  Vertue  everyday
i t ’s  in  my lounge room (don ' t  laugh I 'm a t rag ic) .
The  Devonpor t   t rophy and photos,  ( I  scanned)
and gave to  my Mum.
So when I  t r ipped over  Andy 's  Web page and
th is  forum I  was amazed.  I  had g iven up on the
yacht  ever  be ing restored;  I  heard you raced i t
in  the Geelong regat ta .
There are many s tor ies ,  about  how the keel  was
la id  up,  running repai rs ,  beat ing Lou Abraham's
(46 t imber  SS  Vi t tor ia)  and more.  Andy i f  you
want  the or ig ina l  race medal l ions there a l l  yours ,
they be long on the yacht  not under  my house
in  a  box.

She is  a  narrow g i r l . . . .but  i t  w i l l  go anywhere,
Andy wel l  done,  the yacht  looks br i l l iant .
I f  anybody know’s  how to  get  in  touch wi th  Andy
please do .

We eventua l ly  got  in  touch wi th  each other  and

as Stuart  was coming down to Geelong for Christmas I
inv i ted  h im and  h is  fa ther  to  come and
see CV at Westernpor t Mar ina.  Stuar t  brought
some of  the medal l ions and race pennants  he
was ta lk ing about,  and also his father 's scrapbook
of CV.  We spent  a  lo t  o f  t ime ta lk ing about  CV
and Wi l Heard and I  s t i l l  keep h im posted on
CV’s  exp lo i ts .

Dur ing 2011 CV returned to  the Geelong Week
regatta and was last  across the l ine with 2 minutes
and 37 seconds to  spare whereas in  1966 she
came f i rst  in her div is ion for  the same race. There
were no race v ic tor ies  th is  t ime around,  however
an amazing photograph of CV was taken by professional
photographer  A lex McKinnon – a  copy of  which
is  hanging proudly  a t  home.

That  same year  I  v is i ted the Hobart  Wooden Boat
Fest iva l  (w i thout  CV) and was hosted by Michael
Vaughan who I  met  on the In ternet  as he owns
a Mark I I  Ver tue – Is land Ver tue.  We met  up at
the Royal  Tasmania Yacht  Club and got  in to  a
conversat ion wi th  a  passer-by who commented
on Michael ’s  good look ing yacht .  I ’m not  sure
how i t  came about  but  CV’s  name was dropped
and the passer  by amazed us wi th  the fact  that
h is  fa ther ’s  yacht  was bu i l t  next  to  CV at  Gi l l
A lbut t ’s  Queensc l i f f  boat  yard in  1960!

Having had these encounters  wi th  people  who
have been assoc ia ted in  some way wi th  CV has
given me a whole new perspect ive on boat ownership.
Yes,  she has a l l  the v i r tues of  a  c lass ic  yacht
which is  reason enough for  boat  ownersh ip ,  but
the fact  that CV has a history and is wel l  remembered
is  someth ing qu i te  d i f ferent .  The best  I  can come
up wi th is  that  CV has soul  which seems to come
al ive when I  sa i l  in  her  and th ink o f  Wi l  Heard
and how he would sa i l  her .

There is  p lenty  of  work s t i l l  to  do on CV however
she is a boat that wants to be sai led and therefore

restorat ion work is  l imi ted between
the CYAA winter  and summer race
ser ies .  CV’s  rac ing exp lo i ts  around
Por t  Ph i l ip  Bay and across Bass
Stra i t  ga ined her  and Wi l  Heard a
reputat ion of  being a very compet i t ive
racers  and I  w i l l  t ry  to  uphold  that
status with in the CYYA racing ser ies’ .
We may not  be ab le  to  compete
wi th  the ocean greyhounds and the
z ippy Tums in  l ight  a i rs ,  but  watch
out  when the wind p icks up! .

News Flash Dec 15 2013

Cor io  took on Melbourne ’s  Class ic
Yacht  rac ing f leet  and handed out
a stern chaser sai l ing lesson in the
pursu i t  race that  wrapped up the
2013 (CYAA Vic tor ia)  Cup Regat ta .
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VISIT TO THE CLASSIC YACHT
ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
NOVEMBER 2013
CHARLES CLARK, CYANZ

Arrived Thursday evening 31 October and
took Skybus to Southern Cross Station ($28
return pp) and   then taxied to Quest Williamstown,
Melbourne $35 via Westgate Bridge.

Fr iday morn ing we met  a t  the Royal  Yacht  Club
of  V ic tor ia  (RYCV) and had a very  p leasant  BBQ
lunch organised by Mar t in  Ryan and David  Al len
pr ior  to  be ing a l located one of  three El l io t  5 .9
yachts .  The Aust ra l ians had a l ready chosen the i r
yachts .  These yachts  are par t  o f  the Sai l  t ra in ing
f leet  at  RYCV and are dry sai led.  Penelope,  Larry,

and I  had a very p leasant af ternoon sai l ing three
races back to  back,  we s t ruggled to  get  the o ld
sa i ls  to  set  proper ly .  And the Auss ies won the
ser ies ,  an in terest ing p lace to  sa i l  and we had
to be aware cross ing the busy sh ipp ing channel .

The af ter  match funct ion was a cockta i l  par ty
and dinner served at a very nice bar in Docklands.
We arr ived on the yacht  Bungoona and had a
most  en joyable  t ime,  re turn ing to  Wi l l iamstown
(Wi l ly )  by  the c lass ic  r iver  launch Melburn ian.

Saturday an ear ly  s tar t  0700 to  meet  the launch
Melburn ian for  the t r ip  up to  Dock lands where
al l  the Class ic  yachts  are moored (someth ing
to do wi th  sponsorsh ip) .  Af ter  a  br ie f ing we set
of f  down the r iver  to  the race t rack around the
buoys on the east  s ide of  Por t  Ph i l l ip  Bay.

I  was thr i l led to  be inc luded as par t  o f  the crewCYA New Zealand Team 1
Martin Robertson,Skipper, Iain Valentine, Bruce Tantrum

CYA New Zealand Team 2
Charles Clark,Skipper, Penelope Carroll, Larry Paul

Team Points Teams Places Skipper Points
21 Aust Boat 1 1,1,2 David Allen 4

Aust Boat 2 5,6,6 Mark Chew 17
15 NZ Boat 1 2,2,1 Martin Robertson 5

NZ Boat 2 3,4,3 Larry Paul 10
27 Couta Boat A1 4.3.5 Joe Tuck 12

Couta Boat A 2 6,5,4 Glen Crawford 15

Elliott 5.9 Fleet Races - Friday 3:00pm
Inter Association Challenge

Team with lowest aggregated score wins over a 3 Race Series
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of  Windward I I  a  1929 Tasmanian Huon p ine bui l t
Bermudian cut ter  wi th  whi te  beech la id  decks,
the rea l  th ing.  Sk ipper  asked me to  do mainsheet
and as there were on ly  four  o f  us  on board I
was grate fu l  that  the wind speed was under  10
knots .  What  a  love ly  yacht  to  sa i l .  We worked
away to windward and set the asymmetr ic gennaker
downwind sa i l ing Course #5,  had some prob lems
gybing i t  as  was ins ide the j ib  on the bowspr i t .
However  a  great  day,  warm and ca lm.  To f in ish
we sai led al l  the way up the r iver Yarra to Docklands
and fur led the sai ls  in Victor ia Pool  pr ior  to mooring.

Sunday dawned overcast ,  w indy and ra in  in  the
a i r  and a ga le  forecast  so sa i l ing was cancel led.
Mary and I  exp lored Wi l l iamstown and lunched
on an exce l lent  p izza in  the restaurant  next  door
to  the Quest  hote l .  One of  the tasks set  for  the
v is i t ing NZrs was to  judge and se lect  the Best
Boat in the Concours d’Elegance – a stat ic d isplay
on Sunday morn ing of  a l l  o f  the boats  moored
on the Dock land’s  mar ina.  A group of  s ix  took
th is  task on – a  tough chal lenge as ‘beauty  is
in  the eye of  the beholder ’ .  There were wonderfu l
examples of  restorat ion excel lence: a c lassic Couta
boat (C97),  a highly impressive 1929 vintage cutter
44f t  (Windward I I ) ,  an immaculate  newly  decked
1925 double  ender  (Renene) ,  and the dec lared
winner  the 1897 F i fe  Topsai l  Gaf f  Cut ter  58f t
(Sayonara) ,  fa i th fu l  to  her  or ig ina l  condi t ion and
conf igurat ion.

Monday looked ok to  begin  wi th ,  a  18-20 knot
wind f rom the Souther ly  quar ter .  I  was crewing
on Bungoona wi th  Helen.  A more modern c lass ic
Bermudian s loop Bungoona had fa i r ly  new sa i ls
and a genoa on a rol ler  fur ler .  Cameron and Andrew
were on board.  They met  when sa i l ing Har t ley
18s and we had a bond as our  f i rs t  t ra i le r  yacht
was a Har t ley  18.  At  the t ime I  sa i led F ly ing
Dutchman and happened to  have a spare r ig  so
that  went  on the H18.  I t  was a qu ick  yacht .

We towed one of  the Tumlaren ’s  down the r iver
to  Por t  Ph i l l ip  for  the race.  These yachts  are
exquis i te  Swedish double  enders  and have qu i te
a fo l lowing in  Melbourne.  They are beaut i fu l ly
balanced and look great on the water with minimal
overn ight  accommodat ion.

The Race today was a pursui t  race and Bungoona
star ted 6 minutes a f ter  scratch,  Por t  Ph i l l ip  was
as expected,  very  choppy and we powered up
the yacht  on s tarboard tack and eased her  over
and through the chop ach iev ing jus t  on 5.5  knots
and on por t  tack jus t  over  6  knots  wi th  the seas
more on our  beam. At  the top mark we were
placed 3rd and pu l led in  to  2nd p lace at  the
bot tom mark a f ter  a  wing-on-wing downhi l l  run.

At  the bot tom mark we gave room to  the leader ,
a  Couta boat  Loama,  who eventua l ly  came 3 r d

on l ine.  We would forgo loca l  knowledge to  sa i l

on port  tack towards the r iver to al low the current
to  push us to  windward out  o f  the channel  as
the wind was much l ighter  in  that  area.  Tack ing
onto s tarboard we made over  400 metres on the
Couta to  the next  windward mark,  a  s tarboard
channel  marker  and crossed 1st  over  the f in ish
l ine to  win  the race.

Lunch was served at the RYCV and was mouthwater ing
seafood BBQ, prawns,  f ish ,  mussels  and octopus,
wi th  sa lads,  co les law and ro l ls .

The pr ize giv ing was piped on board in t rue Scott ish
fash ion and the awards were g iven out  to  the
winners .  See be low for  the resu l ts .o f  the Trans
Tasman Trophy

A very  conv iv ia l  a f ternoon en joyed by a l l .

Tuesday was Melbourne Cup day and we met  a t
the Royal Botanic Gardens in Kiwi Corner surrounded
by our  nat ive p lants  and t rees:  kowhai ,  kaur i ,
to tara,  f lax  e tc .  We had a n ice p icn ic  pr ior  to
some of  us depar t ing to  the TAB to  p lace a bet
on the race,  then we a l l  proceeded to  Mar t in
Ryan’s  fasc inat ing house,  a  former  embassy,  to
watch the Melbourne Cup on the b ig  screen.  I
a lways scat ter  a  few do l lars  on the race and
was for tunate to  back the favour i te  both ways
and won some of  my investment  back.

A great  Regat ta  and wonder fu l  hosp i ta l i ty  f rom
our  Aust ra l ian f r iends.  As a f i rs t  t ime at tendee
I  would  recommend the t r ip  to  a l l  CYA members

In  the El l io t t  f leet  rac ing Bruce Tantrum adv ises
that  he and Ia in  Valent ine wi th  Sk ipper  Mar t in
Rober tson had a great  tuss le  wi th  the winner
David  and h is  crew,  they scored two wins and
a second and Bruce ’s  crew scored one win and
two seconds,  the greatest  marg in  between the
two boats  was 6 seconds in  f in ish ing t ime.  Very
c lose rac ing indeed.

The warm hearted welcome and generous hospita l i ty
provided by the Austral ian crews and Classic Yacht
hosts  was very  much par t  o f  the Cup Regat ta .
I t  is  now in i ts  seventh year and I  would encourage
as many New Zealand CYA members as poss ib le
to  a t tend a very  memorable  weekend.
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43 DEGREES SOUTH
JANE WILSON

In i t ia l ly  growing  up  in  50s  gr i t ty  inner
Melbourne  he  remembers  the  u t te r  b l iss
of  moving to  the  tea- t ree  bordered ‘new’
suburb of  Black Rock where he was able
to spend hours lo i ter ing in  d inghys,  sa i l ing
and f ish ing  and  even  more  hours  w i th
his  Scot t ish  grandfather  who a lways had
a  boat  under  const ruc t ion / repa i r  and  a
shed  p i led  to  the  gunwhales  w i th  too ls ,
masts ,  sa i ls ,  pa in t ,  rope  and  ne t .

His vocat ion was a lways to  be an ar t is t ,  f rom
the t ime he upended a t in  o f  canary  ye l low boat
paint  over h imself  at  age 1,  whi le t ry ing to ‘c l imb
fur ther  in to  the co lour ’ ,  and boats  and the sea

have been a constant  narra t ive and source of
inspirat ion.  An Arts degree, f rom Prahran Col lege
was fo l lowed by t ime in  the Eden tuna f ish ing
f leet  where h is  favour i te  job was spending hours
scanning the hor izon as a  spot ter  look ing for
changes in pat tern and turn of  water  and hor izon
and the poss ib le  presence of  f ish .

Whi le  s t i l l  work ing as a  young exh ib i t ing pa in ter
he moved from teaching to a successful  academic
career  but  the need to  re turn to  the sea and
to work wi th  her  won out .  Leav ing a wel l  pa id
job as a  depar tmenta l  head at  the o ld  Gipps land
Inst i tu te  behind,  p lus the urban cut  and thrust
o f  the Melbourne ar t  scene,  he under took an
apprent icesh ip  wi th  an o ld  fami ly  f r iend,  Lewis
Ferr ier  (s t i l l  f ish ing now at  83) ,  who was one
of  the las t  t rad i t iona l  Couta boat  men operat ing
mainly under sai l .  Fishing from Queenscl i f fe,  leaving
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pre-dawn through the Rip meant an apprent iceship
to  p ick  up knowledge of  t ide,  channel ,  f ish  and
reef  was as essent ia l  to  coming home safe ly  as
making a l iv ing. As Ian has always said ‘ f isherman
go to  sea to  come home again ’ .

He f ina l ly  found h is  own boat ,  a  ra ther  matron ly ,
scaled up Couta boat wi th a carvel  hul l  and beaut i fu l
sheer  that  he set  up for  s ing le  handed f ish ing
and renamed Bunyip  Bluegum .  Operat ing s ing le
handed out of  Queenscl i f fe and then around Wilsons
Promontory  he f ished through a l l  the is lands of
the Eastern Bass Strai t  on couta,  shark and eventual ly
crayf ish.  The sheer  phys ica l i ty  o f  s ing le  handed
operat ion,  three weeks at  sea on watch,  f ish ing,
repai r ing and los ing gear ,  ba led up in  remote
anchorages weather ing a s torm or  running before
one ,became an inherent  par t  o f  h is  sens ib i l i t ies
as a painter and the stuf f  of  dreams and occasional ly
n ightmares.

As Ian has sa id .  ‘My t imes at  sea have af fec ted
my paint ing in several  ways; at  f i rst  the exper ience
of  look ing in to ,  f rom wi th in  the arena of  ac t iv i ty
ra ther  than perched outs ide i t ,  became apparent .
I t  su i ted my way of  work ing which tends to  begin
with an unplanned random chaot ic ploughing about
in  an at tempt  to  f ind out  what  i t  should  look l ike .
Before go ing to  sea fu l l t ime my pa in t ings were
complete ly  abst ract ,  la rge,  loose ly  conf igured
arrangements  o f  co lour  tone and shape.  I  was
determined to avoid the box of  Austral ian landscape

paint ing and to draw inf luence from anything else.
The constant movement at  sea, sometimes violent,
was fe l t  in the paint ings and the dramatic contrasts
of l ight  became inherent.  My fascinat ion with mari t ime
and geological  charts and the necessi ty of  p lot t ing
a course appeared in  pa in t ings where necessary ,
as a means of  get t ing a schemat ic  representat ion
of  the subject  in to  p lay,  thereby f ree ing the work
f rom the of t  pred ic tab le  ty ranny of  the hor izon
l ine. ’

As Jef f  Makin  wrote in Cri t ica l  Moments  –  h is
rev iew of  ar t  in  Aust ra l ia  –  ‘Try  and pa in t  water
and you wi l l  f ind out how di f f icul t  i t  is . ’  The problem
is  how to  convey i ts  wet  deep in tens i ty  wi thout
resor t ing to  pa in ter ly  repor tage in  the process,
and Parry  does i t  br i l l iant ly .

Then,  there is  the metaphys ica l  pa in ter ly  subtext
that  a t  one leve l  means sea but  a t  another  can
convey your  sp i r i t  a long a sub l ime journey of
contemplat ion.  Look ing out  to  sea has not  on ly
long been the pract ice o f  poets  and ph i losophers
seeking understanding, but wi th helmsmen keeping
the i r  boat  on course – wi th  Parry  a l l  three are
one and the same.

Many works are framed by a border,  the wheelhouse
window through which the bow of  the boat  and
crash ing wave caps can be seen.  Beyond these,
shadowy is lands ( the Furneaux Group or  Bruny
Is land)  ghost  the i r  way a long a swel l ing hor izon.

Wybalena
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There are few painters who use colour as creat ively
as Parry .  I t  g lows.  I t ' s  the outcome of  count less
glazes and scumbles prefaced by a profound knowledge
of  o ld  master  methods.  Then there is  the b lur r ing
of h is edges, the sfumato effect  or ig inal ly  invented
by Leonardo da Vinc i  to  suggest  a  vague sense
of  movement .  Parry  puts  th is  to  great  use in  an
almost seamless marr iage of  complementary forms
and colours . . .  the longer you look at  these works
the more profound and beaut i fu l  they become.
They are express ions of  the inef fab le .  For  the
perce iver  they s imulate  the depth and subl ime
inf in i ty  o f  the sea.  Your  sp i r i t  can t rave l  in to
th is  metaphys ica l  space where,  as Lord Byron
once wrote,  'Our  thoughts  are boundless and our
souls  are f ree. ’

Now as Ian Parry  pa in ts  for  h is  upcoming show
in Hobar t  a t  the end of  January  2014,  he leaves
his  pa in t ings to  re focus by s tepping outs ide h is
s tud io  and work ing on,  or  somet imes jus t  s i t t ing
ins ide h is  o ld  f ish ing boat Bluegum .  She is  in
dry  dock jus t  outs ide the s tud io  door .  St r ipped
down to  the shel l  o f  her  bare hu l l  as  Ian and
his two youngest sons Taz and Dan (now f in ishing

his  f ina l  year  as an apprent ice boat  bu i lder)  work
through the s low process of  s teaming and rov ing
in  new b lue gum r ibs ,  then th is  win ter  (and the
next ) ,  a  new ce lery  top p ine deck,  rebal las t ing the
keel ,  a  s tern extens ion,  bowspr i t  add i t ion and a
new WM diese l  65 hp engine.  The wheelhouse wi l l
be repos i t ioned af t  and larger  wi th  a  watch bunk
‘ to  s top that  fee l ing o f  go ing to  sea s tanding up
in  a  te lephone box ’  and f ina l ly  she wi l l  be r igged
as a gaf f  cut ter  wi th  loads more sa i l  area than she
had prev ious ly .  She wi l l  spend the next  s tage of
her l i fe winter ing around the is lands of  Eastern Bass
Stra i t ,  gracefu l ly  re t i red f rom a work ing l i fe ,  but
s t i l l  sa i l ing in  her  o ld  haunts  and anchorages.

North Bruny
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QUEENSLAND CRUISING YACHT CLUB

With the support of

39TH

VINTAGE YACHT
REGATTA

VINTAGEREGATTA.QCYC.COM.AU
OPEN TO ALL YACHTS OVER 30 YEARS OLD



Page 33

 Classic Yacht Association of Australia Issue 34 - December 2013 © CYAA

CYAA QUEENSLAND ACTIVITY
IVAN HOLM 2014

The CYAA was formed in 1997 and introduced
to Queensland by J o h n  D e e v e r s  and Tom
Stephensen in 1999.

The Classic Yacht Associat ion (Queensland branch)
cont inues to  encourage the en joyment  o f  sa i l ing
classic yachts of  a l l  types as wel l  as social  events
and genera l  shar ing of  our  common in terests .
The Queensland group is  t ry ing to  encourage as
much par t ic ipat ion by yacht  owners as poss ib le
wi thout  los ing i ts  cent ra l  c lass ic  yacht  ident i ty .
We have adopted a broad def in i t ion for  c lass ics
as be ing yachts  des igned or  bu i l t  before 1970
or  bu i l t  to  a  des ign c lear ly  or ig inat ing f rom th is
era.  Whi le these are intent ional ly  inclusive cr i ter ia,
to any sai lor  observing our events,  we are unmistakably,
a  f leet  o f  c lass ic  yachts .

The CYAA Queensland act iv i t ies have necessar i ly
cent red around the south-east  corner  and the
yacht  c lubs on Moreton Bay.  Queensland does
not  have the r ich h is tory  o f  rac ing grand cut ters
of  Melbourne and Sydney a century  ago,  and
the harsh Queensland weather  has resu l ted in
many ear l ie r  c lass ics  d isappear ing.  Queensland
does have a r ich h is tory  o f  ocean rac ing wi th
the Br isbane to  Gladstone Yacht  race beginn ing
in 1949 and there are s igni f icant  f leets of  yachts,
including many classics,  sai l ing out of  the Moreton
Bay c lubs inc luding QCYC, RQYS, Wynnum Manly
Yacht  Club and the Moreton Bay Boat  Club.

The CYAA Queensland act iv i t ies  have developed
around a ser ies  o f  events  spread through the
year .  Wi th  the except ion of  our  December  event
these are run by the loca l  c lubs and suppor ted
by sponsors.  Several  prominent and act ive c lassic
boat enthusiasts are regulars on the event sponsors
l is ts .

March

In  past  years  RQYS had
conducted a c lassic regatta
thatwasheldontheAustral ia
Dayweekend.Afterahiatus,
the event  wi l l  be he ld
in ear ly March 2014. This
year wi l l  be a s ingle day
race and i t  is  env isaged
that  next  year  there wi l l

be a return to a fu l l  program regatta.  The restorat ion
of  th is  event  to  our  c lass ic ’s  ca lendar  is  a  s ign
of  the enthus iasm of  our  group.

May

2013 was the inaugural  year for an event conducted
by the Wynnum Manly  Yacht  c lub and the L i t t le
Ships Club.  I t  was he ld  in  the f i rs t  weekend of
May and has been conf i rmed for  2014.  Th is  was

a pursu i t  race wi th  boats  over-n ight ing a t  the
One Mi le  anchorage us ing the L i t t le  Ship  Club
fac i l i t ies .  I t  was thoroughly  en joyed by a l l .

June:

The b iggest  annual  event  invo lv ing c lass ic  yachts
is  the Vin tage Yacht  Regat ta  run by QCYC and
held on the Queen 's  b i r thday weekend.  2014 wi l l
be the 39th running of  th is  event .  The two-day
regat ta  a t t rac ts  our  best  numbers and is  run in
two d iv is ions.  The Sandgate sa i l ing c lub which
shares water f ront  wi th  QCYC has a long t rad i t ion
of  rac ing F ly ing F i f teens and they wi l l  jo in  us
for  th is  regat ta .

September

QCYC conducts  the Br ib ie  cup,  one of  Moreton
Bay’s  premier  events  nc lud ing a c lass ic  d iv is ion.
Boats  are ab le  to  moor  a t  Scarborough fo l lowing
the cup and compete the next weekend in a two-day
regat ta .  Th is  is  suppor ted by the MBBC and the
Scarborough mar ina.

October

The Wynnum Manly Yacht Club conducts the largest
teams event  he ld  annual ly  in  Queensland,  the
St  Helena Cup.  In  2014 the event  wi l l  inc lude
a dedicated c lassic div is ion. The total  f leet  numbers
for  th is  event  regular ly  exceed 100.  CYAA wi l l
put  in p lenty of  ef for t  to encourage classic owners
to  make good use of  th is  o f fer  o f  suppor t  f rom
WMYC.

December

The Deanbi l la  Bay race is  an annual  event  he ld
in December and is the only event on our calendar
hosted by CYAA i tse l f .  I t  has a  h is tory  back to
2001 and has run each year  s ince 2004.  I t  is
a  pursu i t  w i th  a  s t rong emphasis  on the soc ia l
gather ing that  fo l lows on the beach at  Deanbi l la
bay.

In  2013 one of  our  members vo lunteered to  take
on the dut ies  o f  loca l  branch secretary .  He had
already establ ished a websi te  promot ing act iv i t ies
for  t rad i t iona l  boats .  He has now inc luded the
CYAA (Qld branch) on that s i te and also advert ises
the ca lendared act iv i t ies  here and in ters ta te  both
on the s i te ,  by  d i rect  emai l  and the occas ional
newslet ter .  Whi le  CYAA Qld has had a dedicated
core group over  the las t  severa l  years ,  we hope
that  th is  addi t iona l  communicat ion wi l l  see more
enthus iasts  a t  the c lass ic  yacht  events .

As noted,  the loca l  webs i te  carr ies  in format ion
about  our  southern cous ins and the events  he ld
out  o f  s ta te .  We a im to  encourage greater  t ies
wi th  our  southern counterpar ts  both in  Melbourne
and Sydney as wel l  as  New Zealand.

I  would  l ike  to  thank our  core group and the i r
c lubs who look af ter  us through the year .

Ivan Holm, Laurabada, CYAA Q’ld Branch coordinator.
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2001 Pagan Tasman Seabird Peter & Linda Kerr.
2004 Woodwind H28 Dan Miller
2005 Maria Van Dieman S&S 35 Garry Blackburn
2006 Four Winds Gaff Ketch ? Randall Gary Bradshaw
2007 Laurabada Holm Snr designed ketch Ivan Holm
2008 Four Winds Gaff Ketch ? Randall Gary Bradshaw
2009 Pagan Tasman Seabird Peter & Linda Kerr
2010 Merry Mac Clansman Tony Holm
2011 Pagan Tasman Seabird Peter & Linda Kerr
2012 Tom Thumb Frances 26 Paul Aroney
2013 Safona Robert Clark ‘Safona’ Stuart & Maris Stubbs

CYAA (Qld) Deanbilla Bay
Pursuit Race December 14
Course

This has been a deliberate strategy to encourage
smaller (and slower) yachts who rarely find themselves
at the front of the f leet and inexperienced skippers
who don't l ike mixing i t  with large and much faster
vessels on a crowded start ing l ine.

Over the years we have had some excit ing finishes
and on a number of occasions the whole f leet has
been in the last mile of the course when the f irst
boat crossed the l ine.

The perpetual trophy is a l ighthouse made from
upcycled materials fol lowing the f irst major phase
of Laurabada 's restoration (1999–2000). She is a
locally bui l t  classic ketch based on 1940s Alden
lines. The tower of the lighthouse trophy is a Queensland
maple section from Laurabada 's cabin sides which
were replaced during that restoration, on top of
which stands a bronze Herreshoff pattern halyard
winch topped by a bronze caged riding l ight.

DEANBILLA BAY RACE
IVAN HOLM 2014

The Deanbilla Bay Classic Yacht race was
first run in 2001.

The event arose out of the suggestion that we have
an event in December as a pre-Christmas social
gathering for the classic yacht group. The course
selected was from a start between Mud Island and
St Helena Island relat ively central in Moreton Bay
then sai l ing south of Peel Island and then Goat
Island and finishing in Deanbilla Bay on North Stradbroke
Island, a distance of some 15 nautical miles.

The f inish was selected to faci l i tate a gathering
on the beach for drinks and presentation of trophies
and to watch the sunset. Most boats anchor for
the night and return home on the Sunday. The f irst
three races were a fleet start but from 2004 onwards
the event has been a handicap start pursuit race.

Deanbilla Bay Trophy  The Heart of Laurabada

CYAA (Q’LD) DEANBILLA BAY RACE TROPHY
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THE DEANBILLA RACE ON MORTON BAY
14 December 2013.

STUART STUBBS

Twelve entr ies were received,  but  this  year
we ended up with nine starters and nine f inishers.

Euan  McDonald jo ined the f leet  mid-sa i l  w i th
Portaethwy  so there were ten yachts on the water
for the day. The breeze came in at  about 11:40ish
as of ten happens at  th is  t ime of  year and despi te
the l ighter  condi t ions for  the ear ly  s tar ters  the
handicaps er red on the tough s ide for  the la te
star t ing b ig  boats .  The f leet  f in ished wi th in  an
ent i re ly  acceptab le  35 minute window.

From Safona ’ s  v iew we le f t  Manly  around 9.30
am in perfect  weather.  The start  was of f  the southern
end of  Mud Is land – one of  three is lands,  the
others  be ing St  Helena and Green Is land,  which
st re tch f rom the main sh ipp ing channel  in to  the
Brisbane River down to Manly,  the centre of  yacht ing
in  Queensland.  The race was to  take us around
three hours  and f in ished of f  Nor th  St radbroke
Is land at  Deanbi l la  Bay.  As i t  was,  we were the
second boat  away wi th  on ly Sandpiper  one of
the Barry Coulson-designed Amity gaff-r igged open
boats looking not unl ike a smal l  Queenscl i f f  couta

boat.  Euan McDonald of  Austral ia wide Boat Sales
at  Manly  is  the person behind these de l ight fu l
cra f t .  Manufactur ing is  a l ive and wel l  w i th  Peter
Kerr  o f  Deagon sh ipyards making the spars .

The breeze was from the northeast and our course
southeast .  Th is  was good for  us.  Wi th  jus t  Mar is
and me there was no p lan to  ho is t  a  sp innaker .
I  a lso had the No 2 headsai l ,  which was probably
ok for  the condi t ions which reached around 15
knots .  The f i rs t  mark was the Hope Is land bank
and Sandpiper  was a good mi le  ahead of  us.  I t
was evident we were s lowly gaining on her.  In i t ia l ly
the wind was qu i te  l ight  but  a f ter  rounding the
Hope Is land mark i t  began to  bu i ld .  We s tar ted
touching 6 knots .  Euan sa i led out  in  h is  Ami ty
and jo ined Sandpiper  at  the front.  We were around
500 yards behind.  As we s tar ted to  see more
than 6 knots  I  ca l led to  Mar is  and sa id  I  want
7 knots .  Low and behold  a f ter  eas ing out  the
main a l i t t le more, that was what I  saw, 7.1 knots.

We were now up wi th  the two Ami t ies  sa i l ing
s ide by s ide and then s lowly  but  sure ly  we went
past  them. The next  mark was on Peel  Is land
about  5  mi les  south o f  Green Is land,  the most
souther ly  o f  the three near  the Por t  o f  Br isbane
entrance.  Now we were hard on the wind and
made our  way to  the Goat  Is land mark guard ing
the ent rance in to  Deanbi l la  Bay.  The two Ami t ies
seemed to  be po in t ing much h igher .  Greg was
sai l ing Sandpiper  w i thout  h is  t rus ty  four- legged
tact ic ian.  I  am not  qu i te  sure where he went  a t
th is  po in t  but  we put  some d is tance between us.
Perhaps i t  was Safona ’s  upwind capabi l i t ies.  Anyway
we tacked across to  Goat  Is land and then wi th
2.3 metres showing under our 1.8-metre keel  went
over  the Goat  Is land bank in  preparat ion for  the
f ina l  beat  across the f in ish l ine.  At  th is  po in t
an outgo ing Stradbroke Is land car  fer ry  de layed
our  f ina l  tack but  eventua l ly  we crossed the l ine
at  around 2.35 pm. Unl ike prev ious grumbles to
our  la te ,  much loved Melbourne handicapper  Col
Bandy, there was no way I  was going to complain
about  our  handicap.  Peter  Kerr  came storming
in  on Pagan  mut ter ing about  a  sheave and not
looking happy (southern inter lopers are not a l lowed
to win!) .  His name is a l l  over the Deanbi l la t rophy.
Wrai th  o f  Odin  sa i led in ,  immaculate  as usual ,
and a German captain on a nearby cruiser anchored
in the bay was heard to remark,  ‘ I  l ike zee boats! ’

We a l l  anchored.  I  pumped up my Achi l l ies  RIB.
Wi th  a  borrowed outboard,a long wi th Sandpiper
using her outboard, everyone was brought ashore.
Dr inks and n ibb les fo l lowed.  Ivan Holm set  up
the petanque game on the beach.  There were
then probably twenty-f ive people enjoying sundowners.
A very conviv ia l  atmosphere presented i tsel f .  Dark
c louds and a spectacu lar  l ightn ing show came
later ,  however ,  there was no ra in  and no wind
that  evening.

Safona
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We cooked d inner  aboard
and enjoyed a good nights
rest ,  though I  confess,  I
had not  to ld  Mar is  that  i t
would  be an overn ighter .
Sorry about that!  Wel l , Spir i t
o f  Koomooloo  sa i led back
that  evening.  We loaded
themassivel ighthousetrophy
aboard.  I t  was beaut i fu l ly
const ructed by Ivan Holm,
using part  of  a bronze winch
as the l ighthouse crown.
Under  the crown were
r ings of  turned mahogany
wi th  a  po l ished wooden
l ighthouse rock as the
base.  A work ing l ight
topped the l ighthouse
trophy. The trophy weighs
around 10 kgs and is
about  0 .7  metres h igh,
one reason,  apparent ly ,
that  boats  t ry  to  come
second rather  than win!
Next  day we en joyed a le isure ly  sa i l  back to
Manly with our precious cargo. Greg Doolan worked
very  hard to  organise the event ,  which one could
not  he lp  but  en joy immensely .
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Congratulations to Safona
Stuart and Maris on their first success in this event.
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Sandpiper under the helm of Greg Doolan

Sunset Deanbilla Bay December 14 2013
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Based on Skerry Cruiser design
Two boats built to this design Pastime II and Playtime

(Now racing on US West Coast).

42’ LOA Double ended design
7’2’’Beam 5’9”Draft

Hull conventional longitudinal planking with diagonally
planking overlay

Dynel sheathed in 1982
Very stiff and fair hull with low maintenance. Painted in

polyurethane.
The shark like lines makes her ideal for the sometimes

choppy bay.
Plenty of good Dacron sails. New Honda auxiliary

outboard with cockpit well operation.
Aluminium Spars

Easy to sail and maintain. Everything in racing
condition.

PASTIME 11 is a very slender classic racing yacht,
Surprisingly roomy below with five berths, icebox,

stove, and porta potty.

Contact Peter McDonald – by email
petermc@mefco.com.au or 0419 390 126

$45,000

Mooring Available

Expression of Interest
Sought for

Pastime II
1952 Classic 42’ Racing Yacht

�
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FOR SALE
Avalon

Classic Yacht

Avalon R181
Classic Wooden Yacht

William Aitkins Designed “Little Dipper”
Contact Leigh Norgate
Mobile 0409 146 810

Email leigh.norgate@gmail.com

Marconi Rigged Cutter — Built 1945 Fully
Restored

LOA 7.2m.   LWL  6.8m.  Breadth 2.16m.
Draft  1.4m.

Complete set Original Cotton Sails and
Dacron Sails Mains x 2 Jibs x 5

10HP Simeplex Single Cylinder Petrol
Motor

Stainless Steel Rigging — New

Excellent Cruising — 4 Berth

Very Good Condition

For further enquires

WILLIAMS AITKINS
CLASSIC YACHT

SHEARWATER
Design ERIC JUNIOR

Commissioned 1956

LOA 25’2” Beam 7’7” Draft 4.0’

Classic yacht built with traditional
construction materials.

Previously owned for 40 years by one
owner, maintained by shipwright.

Furlex Genoa Fuller near new.

Near new SS standing rigging.

Main in boom pod near new.

Bukh 20 hp with 3 blade propeller.

Price A$16,000

Location Williamstown Swing mooring

See Yachthub for additional details
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BECOME INVOLVED - BECOME A MEMBER

Your valued support  of  Classic Yacht Associat ion
of  Aust ra l ia  is  impor tant  and costs  so l i t t le .

To ensure you never  miss another  issue of
th is newslet ter,  become a member of  the Classic
Yacht Associat ion of  Austral ia.  Ful l  membership
costs  jus t  $75,  or  crew/ f r iends membersh ip
for  $50.

Payment  can be by cheque to  “The Class ic
Yacht  Assoc ia t ion o f  Aust ra l ia  Inc” ,  EFT or
cred i t  card.  Deta i ls  for  pay ing by EFT or
cred i t  card can be obta ined by request  to
the CYAA emai l  address.

Return th is  completed form to  the
fo l lowing address:
CYAA Membersh ip
PO Box 335
Wi l l iamstown
Vic tor ia  3016
email to: admin@classic-yacht.asn.au

APPLICATION FOR FULL MEMBERSHIP

I ....................................................................................

(Full name of Applicant)

Of .................................................................................

(address)

wish to become a member of the Classic Yacht
Association of Australia and apply to have my
Yacht accepted on to the Yacht Register for the
annual fee of $75

Signature of Applicant................................................

Date .............................................................................

Please supply the following details:

Phone Number ...........................................................

Email Address .............................................................

Boat Name .................................................................

Designer .....................................................................

Date of Build ..............................................................

Construction  .....................................................….….

LOA ................................. Rig ...................................

Sail Number ...............................................................

Details of other Yacht Club Memberships:

......................................................................................

Yachting Australia Silver Card Number, (if
applic):

.....................................................................................

APPLICATION FOR CREW MEMBERSHIP

I ....................................................................................

(Full name of Applicant)

Of .................................................................................

(address)

wish to join the Classic Yacht Association of
Australia as a crew member / friend for the
annual fee of $50

Signature of Applicant.............................................

Date ........................................................................

Please supply the following details:

Phone Number ................................................

Email Address ........................................................

Boat Name ..............................................................

Details of other Yacht Club Memberships:

.................................................................................

Yachting Australia Silver Card Number, (if applic):

.................................................................................

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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